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150 MILLIGRAMS 

France, 2016, 140 min 
Dir. Emmanuelle Bercot 

If you have seen Hollywood’s Concussion 
or Inside Man, then you will have a very 
good idea of the plot machinery that makes 
this average French flick tick. However, 
there are two important differences. One, 
the state and not a corporation is the vil- 
lain in 150 Milligrams ; the state is trying 
to suppress important information about 
a diabetes drug that has both commercial 
potential and dangerous side effects. (That 
said, the French might be more honest 
about the power relationship between the 
state and corporations than we Americans 
are. The state in advanced capitalist societ- 
ies is always the ultimate power, whereas 
corporations are the proximate power.) The 
second thing is that the surgery that opens 
150 Milligrams is so graphic, it will shock 
you into silence for the rest of the so-so and 
a bit long film. (CHARLES MUDEDE) 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sat May 20, 

8:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat May 27, 9 pm 
SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE Wed 

May 31, 8:45 pm 

500 YEARS 

EX*X USA, 2017, 108 min 

Dir. Pamela Yates 

SIFF Says: From a historic genocide trial 
to the ousting of a president, director Pa- 
mela Yates tells the sweeping story of 
mounting resistance in Guatemala, through 
the actions and perspectives of the major- 
ity indigenous Mayan population, who now 
stand poised to reimagine their society. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu May 25, 6 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 26, 3:15 pm 

7 MINUTES 

Italy, 2016, 92 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Michele Placido 

When an Italian textile plant changes 
owners, the fate of the workers falls to 11 
female employees who must decide what to 
make of a seemingly innocuous request by 
their new bosses. (The title is a clue.) Based 
on a play, this material probably worked 
better on the stage, as the scenes set out- 
side the conference room tend to dilute the 
momentum of the central conflict. Still, 
there’s a lot to like here, especially in how 
quickly the script and cast firmly establish 
the impressively diverse range of personal- 
ities. The post-movie conversations should 
be good. (ANDREW WRIGHT) 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Fri May 19, 

8:45 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 1, 9:15 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 3, 12 pm 

★ 8 BORDERS, 8 DAYS ★ 

E223 Lebanon, 2017, 61 min 

Dir. Amanda Bailly 

Some experiences resist narrative. The 
eight days in which Sham, a single mother, 
and her two children cross eight borders 
to make it from Syria to Germany do not 
come neatly packaged in a way that makes 
it easy for Western audiences to consume. 
Instead, the viewer is invited along for the 
ride — not as an analyst, not as a film buff, 
but as a witness. Intellectually, viewers 
probably know that the conflict in Syria has 
created the biggest humanitarian crisis of 
our times, with millions of refugees fleeing 
violence. But following Sham and her kids 
as they push through lines of border po- 
lice beating refugees, as they wait outside 
a restaurant on the Macedonian border in 
the rain, as they sneak through tall grass 
in the dead of night to cross the Hungarian 
border, shows us something else. It shows 
just how devastating the indifference and 
nativism of non- Syrian citizens can be to a 
single family that survives. This is a raw, 
emotional path for a documentary to take, 
and it’s one everyone should see. (SYDNEY 
BROWNSTONE) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 20, 12 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 21, 5:30 pm 



A SIGNED CAPSULE means a Stronger critic has seen the film. A ★ means it's good. DON'T MISS! means it's great. 


AFTER THE STORM 


★ AFTER THE STORM ★ 

Japan, 2016, 117 min 
Dir. Hirokazu Kore-eda 

Hirokazu Kore-eda is one of the great- 
est directors in the world. His 1998 
After Life is a masterpiece of 1990s cin- 
ema. That’s all you need to know about 
his new work, After the Storm, which 
is not too slow, too beautiful, too funny, 
too charming, too sad, and is not about 
much at all — there is a broken man, a 
death in the family, lots of old people 
in a quiet neighborhood, and very little 
money to go around. Drink a little sake 
before watching this film, which, like 
room-temperature sake, will make you 
all warm inside. (CM) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 19, 7 pm 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat May 20, 4 pm 

AFTERIMAGE 

Poland, 2016, 100 min 

Dir. Andrzej Wajda 

SIFF Says: In the final film from Andrzej 
Wajda ( Walesa , Man of Hope), beloved 
Polish artist Wladyslaw Strzeminski, 
known for his playful avant-garde paint- 
ings and sculptures, finds his life upended 
when the Stalinist regime insists that he 
embrace only “Socialist Realist” art. 
PACIFIC PLACE Wed May 24, 9:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 26, 3:30 pm 

ALBUM 

Turkey, 2016, 105 min 
Dir. Mehmet Can Merto-lu 

SIFF Says: Going to absurd and darkly 
comic lengths, a middle-class Turkish 
couple fakes pregnancy in order to con- 
vince their community that the baby they 
are adopting is their biological child in this 
satire of bureaucratic ineptitude and very 
questionable parenting. 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Mon May 29, 
8:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 30, 4 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Sun June 11, 4:15 pm 

AMERICAN FOLK 

USA, 2017, 99 min 
Dir. David Heinz 

SIFF Says: Folk singers Joe Purdy and 
Amber Rubarth deliver elegant, natu- 
ralistic performances as two strangers 
who take an impromptu cross-country 
road trip in the days after 9/11, redis- 
covering the power of music to heal in 
the wake of an unthinkable national 
tragedy. 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE Sat June 
3, 9 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri June 9, 9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 10, 3 pm 


★ ANGRY INUK ★ 

EXEX3 Canada, 2016, 85 min 
Dir. Alethea Arnaquq-Baril 

“I’m watching a documentary about seal 
hunting,” I said, and everyone gasped. 
Afterward, I knew my own ignorance and 
was ready to put in an order for a seal-skin 
coat made on Baffin Island. Watch Angry 
Inuk for an insider ethnographic explora- 
tion, a demonstration that environmental 
marketing campaigns are damn effective, 
and a question to consider about the value 
of human life versus the value of (in this 
case, nonendangered) animals. For a local 
example, think spotted owls. One difference 
is that hunting in this Inuit community — not 
just for food, but for money — is infinitely 
more moral and sustainable than most jobs. 
(JULIA RABAN) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 28, 11:30 am 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 29, 11:30 am 

★ ANIMAL CRACKERS ★ 

USA, 1930, 97 min 
Dir. Victor Heerman 

A priceless painting disappears during a 
lavish party for Captain Spaulding (Groucho 
Marx). Things get weird. The Marx Broth- 
ers’ second movie is admittedly pretty 
creaky at times, with a romantic subplot 
that you can practically feel slide off of the 
screen. But then the sustained lunacy hits, 
and everything is forgiven. While Duck 
Soup remains the Marx magnum opus, this 
isn’t far behind at all, with a dizzying array 
of verbal and physical gags, hilarious musi- 
cal bits, and Groucho’s unceasing delight in 
playing off of Margaret Dumont’s brick-wall 
obliviousness. Even Zeppo gets a couple of 
classic moments, for Pete’s sake. (AW) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat May 20, 1:30 pm 

★ ANISHOARA ★ 

Germany, 2016, 106 min 
Dir. Ana-Felicia Scutelnicu 

It’s hard not to be charmed by Anishoara’s 
old-world, quiet beauty. It begins with an 
adorable elderly man speaking directly into 
the camera, telling a mythological tale of a 
woman’s longing. The cinematography of the 
Eastern European countryside is gorgeous, 
and while it’s set in current times, it feels like 
a decades-old time capsule. The old people 
sing folk songs from a distant era; the young 
people load watermelons into a truck with 
joyful camaraderie. There is little speaking, 
instead using lingering shots of the charac- 
ters’ faces to tell the story of a beautiful young 
woman’s coming of age. (TRACIE LOUCK) 
LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Fri May 19, 4 pm 
SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE Sun May 
28, 1 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 31, 9:15 pm 


★ AT THE END OF THE 
TUNNEL ★ 

Spain, 2016, 120 min 
Dir. Rodrigo Grande 

B As Americans, we have completely 
forgotten how to make great crime 
thrillers. And this is exactly what we 
find in every scene, moment, and line of the 
Argentinian film At the End of the Tunnel : a 
superb crime thriller. Directed by Rodrigo 
Grande, the film concerns an elaborate bank 
heist, a broken man and his traumatized 
dog, and a nosy stripper and her trauma- 
tized daughter. The timing of the plot’s 
many twists and surprises is just perfect, 
and its interior spaces (living room, kitchen, 
bedroom, basement, tunnel) and exteriors 
(overgrown garden, city streets) are filled 
with shadows. What is the man in the wheel- 
chair up to? Is the stripper his friend or foe? 
What is the little girl whispering to the dog? 
This is how you do it, goddammit! (CM) 

SIFF cinema UPTOWN Fri June 2, 4 pm 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat June 3, 9 pm 
ARK LODGE CINEMA Sun June 4, 8 pm 

BACKPACK FULL OF CASH 

EEB USA, 2016, 96 min 
Dir. Sarah Mondale 

SIFF Says: Matt Damon narrates this in- 
credibly timely warning about America’s 
public schools, which have fallen into a 
growing, greedy, and woefully under- 
regulated system of privatization that 
is having a heartbreaking impact on our 
most vulnerable children. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 19, 3:30 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Tue June 6, 7 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Wed June 7, 4:30 pm 

BAD BLACK 

Uganda, 2016, 68 min 
Dir. Nab wan a I.G.G. 

B The genius of Wakaliwood films, 
which are made in the slums of 
Kampala, the capital of the Eng- 
lish-speaking African country Uganda, is 
that they cannot be improved. The way 
they look is exactly how they were made: 
with almost no money. The raw action 
scenes and stunts, the super-cheap CGI 
special effects (the kind you find on an 
iPhone), the poor quality of the sound, the 
disorderly editing, the crazy mesh of Eng- 
lish and Swahili, and the improbable plots 
are precisely what make these films so 
enjoyable. Because the poverty of the pro- 
duction is so proud of itself, so brazen, so 
lacking in shame, it directly mocks first- 
world production values. If, say, the 
special effects were upgraded, then these 
films would lose a lot of their political and 
comic power. Another aspect of Wakali- 


wood films is their benshi (a performer 
who provides narration) bringing the 
whole mess together. If the benshi does 
not make you laugh until it hurts, then he 
has not done his job. Bad Black is a Waka- 
liwood masterpiece. (CM) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat May 20, 11:55 pm 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Mon May 22, 9:30 pm 
MAJESTIC BAY Thu May 25, 9:30 pm 

BAD DAY FOR THE CUT 

Ireland, 2016, 99 min 
Dir. Chris Baugh 

SIFF Says: Revenge is coming for the 
criminals who have killed the mother of a 
seemingly mild-mannered Irish farmer in 
this tense, tough-as-nails thriller includ- 
ing flashes of bloody hilarity and featuring 
a career-making lead performance from 
Nigel O’Neill. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun May 21, 9 pm 
MAJESTIC BAY Thu May 25, 4:30 pm 

BAD INFLUENCE 

Chile, 2016, 89 min 
Dir. Claudia Huaiquimilla 

SIFF Says: Chilean director Claudia 
Huaiquimilla’s award-winning debut fea- 
ture explores the unlikely, transformative 
friendship between two teens: a troubled 
petty criminal from Santiago and a shy 
outsider from the indigenous Mapuche 
community. 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Thu June 1, 9 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 3, 6:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 4, 2 pm 

★ BAND AID ★ 

USA, 2017, 94 min 

Dir. Zoe Lister-Jones 

It’s strange the way movies can make you 
like people who would annoy you in life. 
The married couple at the center of this 
surprisingly affecting and well-modulated 
feelings comedy are archetypal white mil- 
lennial trash: a failed writer/Uber driver 
and a half-assed graphic designer who live 
on the east side of LA, smoke tons of weed, 
can’t/won’t fuck each other, and generally 
feel mordantly disaffected from their ever- 
more-successful contemporaries. Then 
Anna (writer-director Zoe Lister-Jones) 
has the idea of forming a band and trans- 
forming their recurring arguments into 
songs. It’s a thin premise that goes a long 
way because the songs are pretty good and 
the performers are game and credible. Mid- 
way through, you look up and realize you 
weirdly care about these people because 
they’re funny, and suffering is relative, and 
empathy exists in the world. Fred Armisen 
is very good as the band’s weirdo neighbor- 
drummer. (SEAN NELSON) 

PACIFIC PLACE Sun May 28, 4:15 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 29, 5:30 pm 

THE BAR 

Spain, 2017, 102 min 

Dir. Alex de la Iglesia 

SIFF Says: Alex de la Iglesia’s latest gonzo 
masterpiece is a claustrophobic thriller 
set inside a corner cafe in Madrid, where 
a cross-section of perfidious patrons are 
trapped by a mysterious shooter outside 
the front door, forcing them to find anoth- 
er means of escape. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat May 20, 9:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun May 21, 4 pm 
SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE Sat May 

27, 8:30 pm 

★ BEACH RATS ★ 

USA, 2017, 98 min 
Dir. Eliza Hittman 

Eliza Hittman captures the dead-end grit 
and chintz of South Brooklyn while chan- 
neling a more mundane borough variation 
on Beau Travail’s ritualized male deport- 
ment and redirected gaze. Notionally a 
film about boys idling a summer away — 
getting high, hooking up, and playing 
handball — the film is anything but idle 
in its restless portrayal of one particular 
beach rat’s personal crisis, a coming-of- 
consciousness tale in which the doe-faced 
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but sinewy Frankie (star-in-the- 
making Harris Dickinson) can’t 
escape his increasing attraction 
to other men while maintaining a 
facade of heteronormativity. Bold 
work. (JAY KUEHNER) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat May 

20, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun May 

21, 1:30 pm 

BEATRIZ AT DINNER 

USA, 2017, 79 min 
Dir. Miguel Arteta 

SIFF Says: A spiritual healer from 
a poor town in Mexico (Salma 
Hayek) finds herself at a dinner 
party from hell when she has to 
spend the evening with a smug 
cutthroat billionaire (John Lith- 
gow) in the newest from the team 
of Miguel Arteta and Mike White 
{The Good Girl, Chuck & Buck). 
PACIFIC PLACE Sat May 20, 1:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 
24, 7 pm 

THE BEAUTIFUL 
KOKONOR LAKE 

China, 2017, 98 min 
Dir. Sheri Xing-Hao 

SIFF Says: Inspired by the true 
stories of the difficult construc- 
tion of the Qinghai-Tibet Railway, 
95-year-old Chinese film icon Qin 
Yi wrote, produced, and stars in 
this romantic drama about a pair 
of courageous meteorological en- 
gineers who fall in love with the 
region. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed June 
7, 6 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Thu June 8, 4:30 pm 

★ BECOMING WHO I 
WAS ★ 

South Korea, 2016, 95 min 

U.S. PREMIERE 

Dir. Chang-yong Moon, Jin Jeon 

a This gorgeously shot, 
touching documentary by 
director Moon Chang- 
yong follows the story of Padma 
Angdu, an adorable young boy 
who lives in northern India and is 
believed to be a reincarnated 
lama from Tibet, aka Rinpoche. 
As such, it’s expected that his dis- 
ciples will fetch him to live in 
their monastery, but as the years 
go by, young Rinpoche’s hope be- 
gins to fade. His aging teacher, 
Urgyan Rickzen, refuses to give 
up, however, and their intimate 
bond keeps both of them going, 
even against seemingly insur- 
mountable odds. (KATHLEEN 
RICHARDS) 

MAJESTIC BAY Wed May 24, 7 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Thu May 25, 4:30 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Thu June 1, 6:30 pm 

★ BEHIND THE 
CURTAIN: TODRICK 
HALL ★ 

USA, 2017, 105 min 

Dir. Katherine Fairfax Wright 

The dancer, YouTube sensation, 
and RuPaul’s Drag Race judge 
Todrick Hall was heading out 
on tour to meet his fans when he 
decided to write an all-new stage 
show called Straight Outta Oz. 
Because most of his fans knew him 
through YouTube, and because he 
wanted his fans to know the ma- 
terial when they got to his shows, 
Hall had just two weeks to make 
and distribute 16 elaborate new 
music videos. This documentary 
charts the breakneck pace of his 
creative output and the story of 
Hall’s life, from growing up black 
and gay in a religious family in 
Texas to his star turn on Broad- 
way. Essential to his success: a 
loving mom who drove him to 
dance classes an hour and a half 


each way, six days a week, when 
he was little. (CHRISTOPHER 
FRIZZELLE) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Mon May 

29, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 

I, 4 pm 

BETTER WATCH OUT 

Australia, 2017, 85 min 
Dir. Chris Peckover 

SIFF Says: Home Alone meets 
Funny Games in a true nightmare 
before Christmas, as a disturbed 
home invader menaces a quick- 
witted babysitter and her cunning 
12-year-old charge who is harbor- 
ing a rabid age-inappropriate crush. 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat June 
10, 11:55 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun June 

I I, 6:30 pm 

★ THE BIG SICK ★ 

USA, 2017, 119 min 
Dir. Michael Showalter 

This year’s opening-night selec- 
tion comes with a few red flags 
attached (rom-com set in the 
world of stand-up, etc.), but hat- 
ers be damned. The true story 
of Kumail Nanjiani ( Silicon Val- 
ley, Portlandia ) and his real-life 
wife Emily Gordon’s tumultuous 
courtship is hilarious, warm, and 
genuinely affecting — a best-case 
scenario in every department. The 
cross-cultural differences at the 
center of the story are written and 
played with empathy and truth, 
and the performances (especially 
from Nanjiani, Zoe Kazan, Holly 
Hunter, and Adeel Akhtar) are 
deep, surprising, and bursting 
with multidimensional humanity. 
(SEAN NELSON) 

MCCAW HALL Thu May 18, 7 pm 

★ BILL FRISELL, A 
PORTRAIT ★ 

Australia, 2017, 114 min 
Dir. Emma Franz 

The copious praise heaped upon Bill 
Frisell by a plethora of jazz greats 
in Emma Franz’s engrossing docu- 
mentary on the local guitarist/ 
composer may seem excessive, but 
she proves that it’s all justified. Her 
subject’s speaking voice mirrors his 
playing: soft, eminently thoughtful, 
diligently questing, perpetually ex- 
uding a sense of wonder. Revered 
for his ability to perform with al- 
most any musician in almost any 
context, Frisell has recorded with 
everyone from that bastion of Eu- 
ro-jazz quietude, ECM Records, to 
Naked City’s extreme noise-jazz 
unit and dozens of points in be- 
tween. His tone — pensive, pellucid, 
spangly — pervades this film, canon- 
izing the exquisite language of his 
dexterous fingers. (DAVE SEGAL) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

21, 2:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Tue May 23, 4 pm 

BLACK CODE 

ECU Canada, 2016, 90 min 
Dir. Nicholas de Pencier 

Black Code explores internet tech- 
nology — mobile, social media, and 
cloud computing — through the lens 
of Citizen Lab, an internet research 
facility run by Professor Ronald 
Deibert (whose book inspired the 
film). The documentary takes 
you through a broad swath of sto- 
ries — and locations — around the 
world “where big data meets big 
brother”: the cold-war bunker that 
hosts WikiLeaks, a Tibetan monk 
persecuted by the Chinese police 
state, a Brazilian guerrilla media 
outlet documenting protests with a 
homemade media rig in a shopping 
cart. Though there’s not one defini- 
tive takeaway with Black Code on 
the future of hotly contested cyber- 


space, you’ll probably learn enough 
disturbing shit to want to tape over 
your webcam. (AMBER CORTES) 
MAJESTIC BAY Thu May 25, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Fri May 

26, 4:30 pm 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sat 

May 21, 3:30 pm 

THE BLOOM OF 
YESTERDAY 

Germany, 2016, 125 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Chris Kraus 

I really wanted to like this Ger- 
man rom-com, but it’s just too loud 
and manic for my sensitive senses. 
And if some thought is given to the 
film’s plot — which has at its center 
a middle-aged German Holocaust 
scholar and his young female 
French intern — you will quickly 
conclude that much of its shout- 
ing, banging, crashing, barking, 
bashing this, breaking that, and 
stumbling about could have been 
cut out with little to no impairment 
to its story. Yesterday could have 
been much quieter movie. (CM) 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 
22, 9:30 pm 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Wed 

May 24, 6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu May 

25, 4 pm 

BORDERS 

Burkina Faso, 2017, 90 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 
Dir. Apolline Traore 

SIFF Says: Burkinabe director 
Apolline Traore poignantly explores 
the developing friendships among 
four women from different regions 
as they travel by bus across a gor- 
geous West African landscape in an 
everyday journey that is nonethe- 
less fraught with nerve-wracking 
peril, especially for women. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue June 
6, 6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed June 
1, 3:30 pm 

BOUNDARIES 

Canada (Quebec), 2016, 98 min 
Dir. Chloe Robichaud 

SIFF Says: In Quebecois director 
Chloe Robichaud’s wry, feminist 
satire, three women — a political 
aide, a mediator, and the president 
of a tiny island nation off the Ca- 
nadian coast — try to balance their 
personal lives with the male-domi- 
nated world of international politics. 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 
3, 8 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sun June 4, 1:30 pm 

★ BRAINSTORM ★ 

USA, 1983, 106 min 

Dir. Douglas Trumbull 

a This science-fiction flick is 
Natalie Wood’s last film. It 
was mostly shot in 1981, 
and was released in 1983. It’s also 
the film that explains why Super- 
conducting Quantum Interference 
Devices (SQUID) are illegal in the 
1995 film Strange Days. This de- 
vice, which makes its first 
appearance in Brainstorm (but 
instead of recording personal ex- 
periences onto a mini-disc, it 
records them onto a thick reel of 
tape), stores not only experiences 
but emotional states. The scien- 
tists who made the device soon 
realize that human-to-human vir- 
tual reality is not pure, but mixed 
with how the recorded subject 
feels about an experience. This 
and other aspects of the technolo- 
gy cause serious ethical problems. 
The scientists rebel against their 
own machine. Christopher Walken 
plays one of the scientists. (CM) 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Mon June 
5, 6:30 pm 
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The Stranger's SIFF NOTES 


BRIGSBY BEAR 

USA, 2017, 97 min 
Dir. Dave McCary 

SIFF Says: When a sheltered, im- 
mature 25-year-old (Kyle Mooney 
of Saturday Night Live) discovers 
the surprising truth about the end 
of his favorite children’s TV show, 
Brigsby Bear’s Adventures, he at- 
tempts to film his own adaptation 
in this bizarre and hilarious tale of 
arrested development. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 20, 
8:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sun May 21, 4 pm 

★ BY THE TIME IT GETS 
DARK* 

Thailand, 2016, 105 min 
Dir. Anocha Suwichakornpong 

A neophyte filmmaker interviews 
an older woman about a legendary 
Thai student uprising, which then 
somehow segues into digressions on 
the nature of performance, a brief 
how-to about tobacco harvesting, 
and lots of cool shots of mushrooms. 
It makes more sense when you’re 
watching it. Honest. There’s a lot 
to unpack, certainly, but writer/di- 
rector Anocha Suwichakornpong’s 
WTF tone poem of a film casts a 
bewitching spell, even/especially 
as it periodically reinvents itself. 
Intriguing and severely beautiful 
throughout, even during those mo- 
ments when it seems like logic has 
taken a flyer. (AW) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 
29, 7:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Thu June 1, 9:30 pm 

BYE BYE GERMANY 

Germany, 2017, 101 min 
Dir. Sam Garbarski 

SIFF Says: Moritz Bleibtreu stars 
as a smooth-talking salesman in 
postwar Frankfurt who barely 
survived the concentration camps 
and wants to leave for America — 
but not before a tenacious U.S. 
special agent (Antje Traue) de- 
mands to know the details behind 
some of his questionable wartime 
activities. 

MAJESTIC BAY Sun May 21, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Tue May 

23, 7 pm 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Mon 

May 29, 6 pm 

CABARET 

USA, 1972, 124 min 
Dir. Bob Fosse 

Cabaret was the first movie mu- 
sical to solve Awkward Silence 
Syndrome. What is ASS? In a live 
performance, the cast members 
look out at the audience, they sing, 
they dance. A number will build 
until the singing and dancing 
reach a crescendo and... then... 
the performers hit their marks, 
look straight out... and stop. The 
whole show stops. If the show 
is good, the audience fills what 
would otherwise be dead air with 
cheers and applause. Essentially 
the audience restarts the musi- 
cal, upping the energy level while 
letting the cast know that, yes, we 
love what they’re doing up there. 
As a show progresses, the ongoing 
back-and-forth between the cast 
and the audience results in the 
musical gathering an exhilarating, 
dizzying momentum. But in movie 
theaters, the audience simply 
doesn’t respond when a number 
ends. The audience sits there, 
chewing Junior Mints and sipping 
Cokes — and, really, why should it 
respond? The director Bob Fosse 
essentially solved this problem, 
ASS, in his groundbreaking film 
version of Cabaret — which won 
eight Oscars in 1973 ( The Godfa- 
ther won best picture, but Fosse 
beat out Francis Ford Coppola for 


best director) — by setting all of 
the numbers in... a cabaret. On- 
screen, an audience watched the 
numbers, laughed, clapped, and 
interacted with the performers. 
Energy builds throughout Fosse’s 
Cabaret, much as it would watch- 
ing a musical live onstage. (DAN 
SAVAGE) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Wed May 

24, 7 pm 

THE CAGE FIGHTER 

EE3 USA, 2017, 83 min 
Dir. Jeff Unay 

Directed, produced, and shot by 
Seattle local Jeff Unay, The Cage 
Fighter contains real-life echoes of 
Darren Aronofsky’s The Wrestler. 
The documentary follows 40-year- 
old mixed martial arts fighter Joe 
Carman as he struggles to stay in 
the ring against the wishes of his 
family. Beautifully photographed, 
the film’s emotional wallop doesn’t 
hit you over the head. Verite style 
scenes toggle between tender fam- 
ily moments, the violent realm of 
MMA, and Carman’s dysfunction- 
al relationship with his father (and 
his whip-cracking coach), and they 
slowly reveal what drives Carman 
into the ring and the decision he 
makes about his future. (AC) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 

1, 7 pm 

KIRKLAND PERFORMANCE CENTER 

Sun June 4, 3:30 pm 

CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS: 
THE FIRST EPIC MOVIE 

USA, 2017, 100 min 
Dir. David Soren 

SIFF Says: Based on the beloved 
children’s book series, this rau- 
cous comedy from DreamWorks 
Animation follows two imagina- 
tive pranksters who hypnotize 
their principal into thinking he’s a 
ridiculously enthusiastic, incred- 
ibly dimwitted superhero named 
Captain Underpants. 

PACIFIC PLACE Thu June 1, 7 pm 

* CHAMELEON * 

Chile, 201 6, 81 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Jorge Riquelme Serrano 

Warning: Chameleon is a disturb- 
ing film. If you are triggered by 
the portrayal of violent sexual as- 
saults, take a hard pass on this one. 
If you enjoy feeling sick to your 
stomach about the lengths humans 
will go to exert power over other 
people... well, you’re fucked up, 
but so am I. A young man talks his 
way into a lesbian couple’s house 
the day after their party, where he 
was a guest of a friend of theirs. He 
spends most of the movie being po- 
lite and watching the women bicker 
and drink heavily, but about an 
hour in, you’ll be white -knuckling 
your way through. It’s the darkest 
place you can go, to imagine a per- 
son’s capability to destroy another 
life, psychologically and physically. 
The villain in this film is sadistic, 
but what he does has glimmers of 
the daily shit that regular people 
do to manipulate everyone around 
them. And the ending absolutely 
devastated me. (TL) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 

2, 9 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sat June 3, 1:30 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Thu June 8, 9:45 pm 

CHASING CORAL 

EXES USA, 2017, 94 min 
Dir. Jeff Orlowski 

SIFF Says: From the makers of 
Chasing Ice comes the shocking 
truth about our planet’s vanish- 
ing coral reefs as told through 
stunning underwater footage that 
follows teams of divers and scien- 
tists dedicated to understanding 



this devastating phenomenon. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 

9, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 

10, 12 pm 

★ CHAVELA ★ 

EES USA, 2017, 90 min 
Dir. Catherine Gund, Daresha Kyi 

H Chavela introduces Ameri- 
can audiences to the 
eponymous Chavela Var- 
gas, a Costa Rica-born Mexican 
ranchera singer who rose to fame 
(and infamy) in the 1940s. The film 
documents the artist’s solitude as a 
semi-closeted lesbian in macho 
Mexico and her struggle with alco- 
holism, all while dazzling 
audiences with Vargas’s powerful 
and soul-crushing performances. 
Director Catherine Gund blends 
frank and funny interviews with 
Vargas in 1992 with evocative 
glimpses into the artist onstage, 
and also sit-downs with those who 
know and love her. She died in 
2012. If you thought mariachi 
bands were the only musical ex- 
port Mexico had to offer, Chavela 
is here to remind you how wrong 
you are. (ANA SOFIA KNAUF) 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 
19, 6 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sat May 20, 11 am 

* CHRONICLES 
OF HARI * 

India, 2016, 105 min 

Dir. Ananya Kasaravalli 

Hari is a member of a Yakshagana 
theater troupe, traveling around to 
small towns performing traditional 
stories from dusk to dawn. Hari is 
popular for his skill at playing fe- 
male characters. But Hari seems 
less and less inclined to return to 
his male self: “I can’t play one self 
at night and another during the 
day.” He faces the attitudes that 
plague many gender-nonconform- 
ing people: Why can’t he just try 
to fit in? Be what they are comfort- 
able with? But he can’t. The ideas 
the film looks at are interesting, 
but the story is slowed by lots of 
pouty musing. It is beautifully shot 
in rural India, and the performance 
scenes with the elaborate makeup 
and costumes are neat. (GILLIAN 
ANDERSON) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 

26, 9 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
4, 7:30 pm 

CITY OF GHOSTS 

EXEX3 USA, 2017, 91 min 
Dir. Matthew Heineman 

SIFF Says: More achingly rel- 
evant than ever, Oscar-nominated 
filmmaker Matthew Heineman 
0 Cartel Land ) presents an eyewit- 
ness chronicle of RBSS, the group 
of anonymous activists risking 
their lives to document the ravag- 
ing of their native city of Raqqa, 
Syria, by ISIS. 

SIFF cinema UPTOWN Fri May 26, 

6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 27, 

2:30 pm 

CLOSE RELATIONS 

EXEX3 Germany, 2016, 114 min 
U.S. PREMIERE 

Dir. Vitaly Man sky 

This contemplative, slow-moving 
documentary focuses on members 
of an extended family who are 
located throughout Ukraine and 
Russia. It broods on the question of 
what nationality is, what it means to 
speak Ukrainian, what it means to 
“be” Ukrainian, and what it means 
when borders and political lead- 
ers change. When Putin brags on 
television on New Year’s Eve about 
Ukraine making the decision to 
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“join” Russia after the annexation 
of Crimea, some family members 
angrily talk back to the screen. 
But the level of mundane detail 
overwhelms the significance of the 
larger political situation, and there 
are so many family members that 
it’s hard to follow who’s who. (CF) 
LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sun 
May 21, 8:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Mon May 22, 9:30 pm 

★ COLUMBUS ★ 

USA, 2017, 104 min 
Dir. Ko gonad a 

Allow writer and director Kogo- 
nada to take you on a bizarrely 
fascinating, visually stunning, and 
subtly sensual tour of Columbus, 
Indiana’s modernist architecture. 
Besides churches by Eero and Eliel 
Saarinen, libraries by I.M. Pei, and 
Will Miller’s enviable living room 
interior by Alexander Girard, the 
film centers on intersecting sto- 
ries of familial responsibility. Jin 
(played with authority by John 
Cho) is a middle-aged man who 
should care that his father is dying 
in a hospital, but he doesn’t. Casey 
(played by Haley Lu Richardson, 
who turns in a phenomenally good, 
sophisticated performance) is a re- 
cent high-school grad who needs to 
cut the cord, but that’s complicated. 
The two shouldn’t like each other 
in any sort of romantic way, but 
that’s also complicated. Kogonada 
includes all the troubles Indian- 
ans face — meth problems, having 
to work two manual-labor jobs to 
pay rent, racial tension — but he 
smartly builds it into the charac- 
ters’ motivations and backstory. 
(RICH SMITH) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed June 

7, 6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 

8, 4:15 pm 

★ COME, TOGETHER ★ 

South Korea, 2016, 122 min 

NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Shin Dong-il 

A South Korean family slowly 
unravels as they try to keep up 
in ultra-competitive, ultra-capi- 
talistic Seoul. While the mother 
resorts to illegally selling credit 
cards, the daughter considers her 
prospects without a university 
degree and the irritable, strict 
father who’s been fired from his 
job starts behaving badly. It’s a 
morality tale about the pitfalls of 
conformity and consumption and 
the importance of following one’s 
own path, and while it’s a worthy 
message, it also feels reductive — 
real life is far messier. (KR) 
SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Tue May 30, 8:45 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 

3, 9 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 

4, 11 am 

COOK UP A STORM 

Hong Kong, 2017, 97 min 
Dir. Raymond Yip Wai Man 

SIFF Says: When a Cantonese 
street cook and a French-trained, 
Michelin-starred chef meet on the 
battleground of an international 
culinary competition, they discov- 
er a common foe and combine their 
skills in this culinary comedy fu- 
sion of East and West. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 
21, 6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun May 

28, 4:15 pm 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Wed 

May 31, 6:30 pm 

CRAZYWISE 

USA, 2017, 82 min 
WORLD PREMIERE 
Dir. Phil Borges, Kevin Tomlinson 
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This critique of Western medicine 
hits all the hallmarks: doctors 
questioning the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Dis- 
orders, American shamans, the 
fetishization of native cultures in 
other hemispheres. Following sev- 
eral people who have experienced 
trauma and mental illness but 
found more relief in alternative 
medicine than in pharmaceuticals, 
the film sets out to ask whether 
Western cultures could learn from 
the way some other societies em- 
brace people with mental illness 
instead of medicating them. It’s 
a premise that could work with 
critical thought applied. Instead, 
the filmmaker allows his sources 
to question the existence of mental 
illness and moralize about the evils 
of modern medicine with little care 
for the harm that may be done by 
discouraging people who could 
benefit from that modern medicine 
from seeking help. In short, this 
film sucks. (HEIDI GROOVER) 
MAJESTIC BAY Sun May 21, 1 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Mon May 22, 7 pm 

CROWN HEIGHTS 

USA, 2017, 96 min 
Dir. Matt Ruskin 

SIFF Says: Lakeith Stanfield ( Short 
Term 12, Atlanta ) stars in the in- 
credible true-life story of Colin 
Warner, a Brooklyn man wrong- 
fully convicted of murder, and his 
best friend Carl King. Adapted 
from This American Life. 

PACIFIC PLACE Wed May 31, 7 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Thu June 1, 4:30 pm 

★ DARA JU ★ 

USA, 2017, 92 min 
Dir. Anthony Onah 

A fiercely driven Nigerian Ameri- 
can Wall Streeter (Ami Ameen) 
must figure out who he really is 
when the tectonic plates of his very 
different personal and profession- 
al lives begin grinding together. 
Writer/director Anthony Onah’s 
debut manages the difficult trick 
of somehow remaining sympathetic 
to its stubborn, Adderall-popping 
protagonist without condoning his 
increasingly untethered behavior. 
(The scenes of him with his im- 
migrant parents, especially, have 
a real watch-through-your-hands 
quality.) Smart, well-paced, and a 
compelling character study, par- 
ticularly when everything starts to 
crumble. (AW) 

PACIFIC PLACE Tue May 30, 7 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed June 
7, 9:15 pm 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Thu June 8, 
6:30 pm 

★ A DATE FOR 
MAD MARY ★ 

Ireland, 2016, 82 min 

Dir. Darren Thornton 

B The titular character, 
Mary, played by Seana 
Kerslake, reminiscent of an 
Irish, redheaded Scarlett Johans- 
son, is indeed mad. Mad at the 
world, mad at her family, mad at 
her best friend, Char, who is get- 
ting married. Mary has been 
sprung from prison for an assault, 
has a bad rep around town, and 
gets drunk and thrown out of clubs 
in her small Irish town, Drogheda, 
located near Dublin, on the regular. 
Ostensibly, much of the movie is 
built around Mary trying in vain to 
find a date for the wedding. Her 
high-school best friend has become 
a bridezilla — a snobby perfectionist 
trying to shed her lower-class 
roots — and she clearly merely tol- 
erates Mary and needs Mary’s date 
to be “acceptable.” But the usual 
rom-com plot unfurls to reveal 
something more touching and nu- 


anced — as well as an unexpected 
love story. (TRICIA ROMANO) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat May 

27, 7 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Sun May 28, 6 pm 

★ DAWSON CITY: 
FROZEN TIME ★ 

EZ USA, 2016, 120 min 
Dir. Bill Morrison 

Artist Bill Morrison performs 
another aesthetically astonish- 
ing excavation of cinema’s past, 
piecing together a strange his- 
tory from some 500 nitrate-stock 
films that were buried in subarc- 
tic territory in the Yukon. What 
can’t be recovered, however, is 
the First Nations hunting camp 
that rampant gold prospecting 
effectively displaced. The birth of 
commercial cinema (large-scale 
projectors, movie theaters) be- 
comes, in this bizarre but true tale 
of one of the 20th century’s casual- 
ties of manifest destiny, a death of 
ritual for the Tr’ondek Hwech’in 
tribe. (JK) 

SIFF FILM CENTER Fri May 19, 6:30pm 

SIFF FILM CENTER Sat May 20, 9 pm 

DEAN 

USA, 2016, 93 min 
Dir. Demetri Martin 

SIFF Says: Demetri Martin 
directs and stars in an award- 
winning comedy of loss, grief, and 
the redemptive power of love. 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri May 26, 7 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Sat May 27, 1:45 pm 

THE DEATH AND LIFE OF 
MARSHA P. JOHNSON 

EEX3 USA, 2017, 105 min 
Dir. David France 

SIFF Says: Academy Award® 
nominee David France ( How 
to Survive a Plague ) uncovers 
never-before-seen footage and re- 
discovered interviews in a search 
for the truth behind the mysteri- 
ous 1992 death of courageous black 
transgender activist and Stonewall 
veteran Marsha R Johnson. 

SIFF cinema UPTOWN Fri June 9, 
6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat June 
10, 3:45 pm 

DEATH IN SARAJEVO 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2016, 
85 min 

Dir. Danis Tanovic 

SIFF Says: Academy Award®- 
winning director Danis Tanovi 
(No Man’s Land) tells a sprawl- 
ing, multi-character narrative 
that travels from the basement to 
the penthouse of Sarajevo’s luxuri- 
ous Hotel Europe as the staff and 
management prepare for a huge 
national celebration. 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri May 19, 11 am 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 30, 
4:30 pm 

KIRKLAND PERFORMANCE CENTER 

Fri June 2, 6:30 pm 

★ DEVIL'S FREEDOM ★ 

Mexico, 2017, 74 min 
U.S. PREMIERE 
Dir. Everardo Gonzalez 

A stunning document of Mexico’s 
ever-growing kidnapping epidem- 
ic, illustrated by having the largely 
youthful captors and survivors 
telling their tales directly to the 
camera. This would be unsettling 
enough, but when you factor in 
the decision to have absolutely ev- 
eryone on-screen wear identical 
monochrome Mexican wrestler 
masks, things get... complicated. 
Director Everardo Gonzalez’s 
gambit may feel risky at first, 
but as this brief film progresses, 
it becomes apparent how the de- 
vice both frees the participants 
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to further open up and causes the 
viewers to increasingly focus on 
the details of their stories. Bleak 
and upsettingly fascinating. (AW) 
PACIFIC PLACE Sat June 3, 8:30 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Sun June 4, 4 pm 

★ DIAMOND ISLAND ★ 

France, 2016, 101 min 
Dir. Davy Chou 

A rural teenager lands a construc- 
tion gig on the outskirts of Phnom 
Penh. By day, Bora (played beau- 
tifully by amateur actor Sobon 
Nuan) does his part building a 
high-rise hotel for tourists and 
wealthy Cambodians. By night, he 
hangs out with the other workers, 
drinking beer, talking to girls, and 
dreaming of upward mobility. One 
evening, Bora’s brother, Solei (Che- 
anick Nov), rides into town on a 
motorcycle after taking off for five 
years. Solei has money through an 
American “sponsor” who “loves 
Cambodia,” and he signals a way 
out. What follows is a quiet study of 
Cambodia’s rapid development, as 
experienced by brothers living on 
two sides of a class divide. French 
Cambodian director Davy Chou’s 
feature film debut, which makes 
up for in color what it lacks in plot, 
landed the SACD Prize at Cannes 
this year, and for good reason. 
(STEVEN HSIEH) 

SIFF FILM CENTER Sat June 3, 

12:30 pm 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Mon June 5, 
8:45 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue June 
6, 9:45 pm 


DINA 

EH3 USA, 2017, 101 min 

Dir. Dan Sickles, Antonio Santini 

SIFF Says: Winner of the Grand 
Jury prize at the Sundance Film 
Festival, Dan Sickles and Anto- 
nio Santini’s nonfiction romantic 
comedy amiably tags along with 
two unabashedly autistic adults, a 
suburban woman and a Walmart 
door-greeter, as they plan their 
wedding. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 

23, 4 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Wed May 24, 7 pm 

DIRTBAG: THE LEGEND 
OF FRED BECKEY 

USA, 2017, 96 min 
Dir. Dave O'Leske 

SIFF Says: A gruff 93-year-old 
Northwest native, Fred Beckey 
is the quintessential “dirtbag” — 
a breed of rebellious, fearless 
mountain climbers. Director Dave 
O’Leske spent 10 years shadowing 
Beckey throughout the world as 
he searched for the next peak to 
conquer. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun June 
4, 4 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 
10, 6 pm 

DIVINE DIVAS 

Brazil, 2016, 110 min 
Dir. Leandra Leal 

Divinas Divas is the name of a 
group of Brazilian “transves- 
tites,” as they identify themselves, 
who’ve been performing cabaret 
acts since the 1960s. They have 
had their share of social indigni- 
ties and artistic triumphs. The 
filmmaker of this documentary is 
the granddaughter of the man who 
runs the troupe, which may ex- 
plain why the film lacks tension. It 
dwells lovingly on its subjects, and 
mostly consists of them perform- 
ing and talking endlessly about 
romance, sugar daddies, what 
beauty is, the thrill of performing, 
and other topics. (CF) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

24, 3:30 pm 



SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Tue May 

30, 9:30 pm 

DOLORES 

CEB USA, 2017, 95 min 
Dir. Peter Bratt 

SIFF Says: Dolores Huerta fought 
tirelessly alongside Cesar Chavez 
for racial and labor justice and is 
among the most important activ- 
ists in American history, yet she 
remains little-known. Dolores 
gives this enigmatic, intensely 
private, and defiant feminist the 
spotlight she deserves. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 27, 
5:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Mon May 29, 2 pm 
ARK LODGE CINEMA Sat June 3, 
3:30 pm 

THE DOOR 

China, 2017, 104 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Liang Dong 

SIFF Says: A working-class auto 
mechanic discovers a magical door 
to an alternate world in which his 
life choices made him a wealthy 
playboy who seemingly has it all. 
PACIFIC PLACE Thu June 8, 7 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Fri June 9, 4 pm 


compelling manner in which the 
story unfolds. (LEILANI POLK) 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sat 

May 20, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 

22, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 3, 
12:30 pm 

★ THE DUMB GIRL 
OF PORTICI ★ 

USA, 1916, 115 min 

Dir. Lois Weber, Phillips Smalley 

B Anna Pavlova was a prima 
ballerina, a superstar and a 
dream, and in this restora- 
tion of Lois Weber’s 1916 silent 
ballet film The Dumb Girl ofPorti- 
ci, she’s on-screen. Commanding 
and emotive, she dances like an un- 
usually graceful goblin or a small 
child. Her performance, the bloody 
revolution against the aristocracy, 
and inter titles reading things like 
“With her own hands the Princess 
had embroidered a scarf that was 
destined to play an important part 
in her life’s tragedy” make the film 
a must-see combination of frivolity, 
drama, politics, and art. (JR) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 3, 
11:30 am 


DR. JEKYLL AND 
MR. HYDE WITH LIVE 
SOUNDTRACK BY THE 
INVINCIBLE CZARS 

USA, 1920, 79 min 
Dir. John S. Robertson 

SIFF Says: After more than a 
decade of silent film scores that 
beautifully blend rock and orches- 
tral music, Austin band the Invisible 
Czars now unleash their spooky 
sonic reimagining of the classic 
silent adaptation of Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s iconic tale starring the 
legendary John Barrymore. 

TRIPLE DOOR Thu June 8, 7 pm 

★ A DRAGON 
ARRIVES! ★ 

Iran, 2016, 105 min 
Dir. Mani Haghighi 

B A cemetery located in the 
middle of a desert island 
and under the shadow cast 
by a rusted shipwreck, an exiled 
political prisoner who made the 
wreck his home (and wrote all over 
its walls) found within it dead from 
apparent suicide (or was it mur- 
der?), an earthquake that hits 
every time a fresh body is buried 
in the cemetery (is it ghosts or 
something more mythical?), and 
the detective who investigates it 
all with help from a sound engi- 
neer and a geologist (all of whom 
end up disappearing under un- 
known circumstances) make up 
the plot of Mani Haghighi’s A 
Dragon Arrives! The Iranian film 
is one part cleverly done mocku- 
mentary (it’s presented as a true 
story and interspersed with inter- 
views that include Haghighi as 
himself), one part supernatural 
mystery dosed in light political in- 
trigue, and the result is just as 
noteworthy for its truly epic land- 
scape shots as it is for the 


★ EARS ★ 

Italy, 2016, 90 min 
Dir. Alessandro Aronadio 

The unnamed protagonist in Italian 
tragicomedy Ears is having a rath- 
er trying and bizarre day. It starts 
when he wakes up with tinnitus, 
and continues to get progressively 
weirder with each social interaction 
he’s drawn into, whether it be with 
well-meaning nuns and the neigh- 
bor they trigger to violent fury with 
their inane chatter, or a doctor who 
gives him a most absurd diagnosis 
when he tries to have that ringing 
in his ears checked out. But as the 
day edges closer to a funeral for a 
friend that he doesn’t remember 
in the slightest, he reaches some 
surprising (and rather poignant) 
realizations about himself. (LP) 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun June 
4, 1:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue June 
6, 9:30 pm 

★ EMMA' (MOTHER) ★ 

Indonesia, 2016, 77 min 
U.S. PREMIERE 
Dir. Riri Riza 

A pregnant Indonesian housewife 
must hold her bustling Muslim 
family together after her husband 
pulls a world-class dick move. 
Drawing inspiration from classic 
melodramas, this 1950s period 
piece may play its cards close to the 
vest, but the emotions still come 
through and detonate at unexpect- 
ed times, particularly during the 
byplay between the title character 
(a luminous Cut Mini) and her rap- 
idly maturing son. A story of small 
gestures and subtle textures, with 
a resolution that feels just right. 
And, man alive, check out all those 
glorious shots of food. (AW) 

SIFF FILM CENTER Fri June 2, 9 pm 
SIFF FILM CENTER Sat June 3, 7 pm 
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★ ENDLESS POETRY ★ 

France, 2016, 128 min 
Dir. Alejandro Jodorowsky 

TiTOl With this autobiographical 
Y'tJ film, Alejandro Jodor- 
owsky, the surrealist 
genius behind El Topo and The 
Holy Mountain, has created the 
most accurate portrayal of a poet’s 
life in cinema history. When young 
Alejandro discovers a book of Fed- 
erico Garda Lorca’s, he escapes 
his family’s house, becomes a poet, 
moves into a weird artist co-op, 
and only physically ages after hav- 
ing major life experiences. Every 
non-artist in Santiago de Chile, 
where the action takes place, is 
either a sleeping drone or a mur- 
derous pervert. Life in this world 
seems impossibly lonely until he 
meets a pink-haired woman war- 
rior who kicks and spits at 
everyone she encounters. Equal 
parts goofy and gorgeous, plus vi- 
olent and theatrical. Very 
magnifico. Highly recommended. 
(RS) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 

29, 8 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Mon June 5, 9:30 pm 

ENTANGLEMENT 

Canada, 2017, 85 min 
WORLD PREMIERE 
Dir. Jason James 

Nothing is as it seems in this 
comedy-drama, starring Thomas 
Middleditch (of Silicon Valley 
fame), Diana Bang as his friendly 
neighbor, and Jess Weixler as 
his manic pixie dream girl love 
interest/would-be sister (it’s com- 
plicated). There are touches of 
magical realism in the imagery, 
the choice of music (oldies from 
the 1950s and 1960s) gives what is 
ultimately a heavy story a lighter 
feel, and Middleditch is good as 
an uptight nerdy dude (sound fa- 
miliar?) with a depressive streak. 
The ending is a little cloying and 
perhaps a little too tidy for its own 
good, and the true heart of the 
story (a Memento-like mystery I 
won’t reveal) isn’t given the gravi- 
tas it deserves. (TR) 

MAJESTIC BAY Fri May 19, 9:15 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 

20, 2 pm 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Wed 

May 24, 9:15 pm 

ESCAPE ROOM 

USA, 2017, 81 min 
WORLD PREMIERE 
Dir. Will Wernick 

SIFF Says: A group of friends are 
brought to the latest underground 
party craze, ESCAPE ROOM, 
where they are locked in a room 
and must solve a series of puzzles. 
But these puzzles have deadly con- 
sequences, and the players realize 
they are now playing for their very 
lives. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Fri June 
9, 9:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sat June 10, 9:30 pm 

★ ETHEL & ERNEST ★ 

Luxembourg, 2016, 94 min 
Dir. Roger Mainwood 

An animated delicacy about the 
small lives of decent, ordinary 
British white people who live out 
a quiet working-class existence 
while the 20th century roils 
around them, this adaptation of 
Raymond Briggs’s graphic mem- 
oir of his parents’ lives is both 
humble and profound, with gor- 
geous renderings of Briggs’s 
justly famous lines. Featuring 
the voices of Jim Broadbent and 
Brenda Blethyn. (SN) 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri May 19, 1:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

21, 12 pm 


THE FABULOUS 
ALLAN CARR 

EEHUSA, 2017, 90 min 
WORLD PREMIERE 

Dir. Jeffrey Schwarz 

SIFF Says: Enter the fabulous 
world of flamboyant Hollywood 
producer Allan Carr, a legend for 
his lavish, star-studded private 
parties, whose fraught career 
went from the ultimate highs 
(Grease! La Cage aux Folles ) to 
the lowest lows (1989’s infamous 
Oscars® ceremony). 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Fri May 

19, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat May 

20, 11 am 

★ THE FARTHEST ★ 

EQ3 Ireland, 2017, 121 min 
Dir. Emer Reynolds 

B Now that we’re stuck with 
an administration that has 
nothing but disdain for sci- 
ence, a documentary about 1977’s 
Voyager mission seems more nos- 
talgic — and necessary — than 
ever. After all, it was in 1972, un- 
der soon-to-be-disgraced 
President Richard Nixon, that the 
project came into being. Each 
probe contained a golden record 
with greetings and songs for 
aliens that might be encountered 
while exploring Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus, Neptune, and beyond. 
Scientists involved with the proj- 
ect talk about the thinking behind 
it, which can get jargony, but their 
passion generates a warm glow — 
until the reality of 2017 sinks in 
again. (KATHY FENNESSY) 
MAJESTIC BAY Fri May 19, 4 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 
20, 5 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

24, 4 pm 

FEATHER 

Italy, 2016, 98 min 
Dir. Roan Johnson 

SIFF Says: A breezy Italian com- 
edy of impending adulthood for 
high-school lovers Cate and Ferro, 
whose carefree post-graduation 
plans are suddenly changed by 
an unplanned pregnancy, leading 
the couple to navigate new issues 
of family, finances, and the future. 
LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Wed 
May 31, 9 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sun June 4, 8:45 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Sat June 10, 11 am 

THE FEELS 

USA, 2017, 90 min 

WORLD PREMIERE 

Dir. Jenee LaMarque 

SIFF Says: A lesbian bachelorette 
weekend goes awry when one of 
the brides admits she’s never had 
an orgasm. 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri June 9, 7 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Sat June 10, 1:30 pm 

FERMENTED 

EES USA, 2017, 67 min 
WORLD PREMIERE 

Dir. Jonathan Cianfrani 

Chef Edward Lee guides view- 
ers through the art and science 
of fermenting foods for preserva- 
tion and flavor. Produced by Zero 
Point Zero — the same folks behind 
Anthony Bourdain’s television 
shows — the visuals of aged cheese, 
kimchi, and sourdough bread will 
keep eyes wide, even as the dia- 
logue stays relatively surface level. 
More like a supermarket pickle 
than the artisan craft sauerkraut 
in the movie, it makes a nice mind- 
snack, but it doesn’t delve deep 
enough into any of the half-dozen 
segments satisfy a serious gour- 
mand. (NAOMI TOMKY) 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Mon May 29, 6 pm 


PACIFIC PLACE Sat June 3, 6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
4, 11:30 am 

★ FINDING KUKAN ★ 

EEX3 USA, 2016, 75 min 

Dir. Robin Lung 

Living in a world that historically 
erased contributions and innova- 
tions of women and people of color, 
it’s no surprise that Li Ling-Ai isn’t 
often mentioned in film history 
books. In this fascinating documen- 
tary, filmmaker Robin Lung tries 
to give Li the credit she deserves: 
the female producer of KUKAN, 
the documentary that revealed the 
horrors of World War II China to 
US audiences. Finding KUKAN 
tracks Lung’s nearly decade-long 
search for the last existing copies of 
KUKAN and her struggle to learn 
the legacy of one of documentary 
filmmaking’s unsung heroes. It’s 
worth suffering through the over- 
wrought transitional scenes. (ASK) 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 
21, 12 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sun May 28, 7 pm 
ARK LODGE CINEMA Fri June 2, 
4:30 pm 

★ THE FIXER ★ 

Romania, 2016, 98 min 
Dir. Adrian Sitaru 

a Radu (Tudor Istodor), the 
wiry Romanian at the heart 
of this sly procedural, is al- 
ways on the move. Rumpled and 
unshaven, the trainee photojournal- 
ist zips from assignment to 
assignment. When he isn’t working, 
he’s berating his girlfriend’s son for 
his swimming technique. He expects 
everyone to work as hard as he does. 
As a fixer, he assists a crew of 
French journalists in investigating a 
sex-trafficking ring, where his impa- 
tience meets its match in tough nuns 
and traumatized victims. Director 
Adrian Sitaru avoids moralizing as 
he depicts Radu’s dawning realiza- 
tion that there are things in life more 
important than winning. (KF) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 20, 
2:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 

27, 8 pm 

★ FOOD EVOLUTION ★ 

EH3 USA, 2016, 92 min 
Dir. Scott Hamilton Kennedy 

How do we cope with a crisis of 
public trust in science? This is the 
question at the heart of Food Evo- 
lution, Scott Hamilton Kennedy’s 
competent new documentary 
on the debate over the safety of 
genetically modified organisms 
(GMOs) in our food. Unobtrusively 
narrated by Neil deGrasse Tyson, 
Evolution tracks the global fallout 
from Hawaii County’s 2013 ban on 
GM crops, and makes a convincing 
case that biotechnology has been a 
force for good in agriculture. But 
amid a relentless barrage of evi- 
dence, the film struggles to avoid a 
pedantic tone it acknowledges has 
done little to change public opinion. 
“We don’t make decisions based on 
facts, we make decisions based on 
our gut,” says journalist Tamar 
Hesper. What’s largely missing 
here is any attempt to appeal 
to this deeply human tendency. 
(ETHAN LINCK) 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri May 19, 7 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 20, 
11:30 am 

FOOTNOTES 

France, 2016, 90 min 
Dir. Kostia Testut, Paul Calori 

SIFF Says: La La Land meets 
Norma Rae with a pinch of 
Jacques Demy in this toe-tapping 
working-class musical comedy 
with a social conscience about a 
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young woman who gets her dream 
job at a luxury shoe factory, only to 
become enmeshed in a labor strike. 

KIRKLAND PERFORMANCE CENTER 

Thu June 1, 8 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 

2, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat June 

3, 12 pm 

★ THE FORCE ★ 

U USA, 2017, 92 min 
Dir. Pete Nicks 

B Dash-cam video shows a 
police officer approaching a 
vehicle as a black suspect, 
who is reportedly wielding a knife, 
opens the passenger door. The of- 
ficer yells, “Don’t you move or I’ll 
shoot you,” before the man climbs 
out of the car. The officer fires mul- 
tiple shots into the suspect’s body. 
By now, we’re used to seeing videos 
of this kind — black men killed by 
police officers. In Peter Nicks’s 
documentary The Force, it’s Oak- 
land police cadets who watch the 
video and dissect the timeline of 
events leading to another black 
man dead. Nicks secured incredi- 
ble access to the department from 
2014 to 2016, when it had already 
ticked off more than 10 years of 
noncompliance with a negotiated 
settlement agreement. As the na- 
tion turns its eyes on its police 
departments, Nicks offers an inte- 
rior view of one trying to adapt to 
the dictates of policing in the age of 
#BLM. (SH) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 

20, 8 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sun May 21, 1:30 pm 

★ FOREVER PURE ★ 

El Israel, 2016, 87 min 
Dir. Maya Zinshtein 

B The Beitar Jerusalem 
Football Club was long 
known as “the team of the 
underprivileged,” forming an ap- 
parently unbreakable bond with 
its adoring working-class fans. 
Once the team broke tradition in 
2012 by signing two Muslim play- 
ers, however, the atmosphere in 
the stands quickly became toxic. 
Director Maya Zinshtein delves 
deep into a fascinatingly volatile 
situation, exploring the bewil- 
dered team members, the nuclear 
passions of their former fans, and 
the club’s owner, a Freon-veined 
Russian billionaire who baldly 
states that he bought the team as 
a propaganda tool in his failed bid 
to become mayor of Jerusalem. 
Amazing and maddening. (AW) 
LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sun 
May 21, 3:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sun June 4, 6:30 pm 

FREE AND EASY 

China, 2016, 90 min 
Dir. Geng Jun 

SIFF Says: A soap-peddling shy- 
ster lands in a desolate northern 
China factory town filled with 
idiosyncratic con artists in Jun 
Geng’s deadpan, Jarmusch-style 
satire, winner of the Special Jury 
Award for Cinematic Vision at the 
Sundance Film Festival. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 3, 
8:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
11, 5:30 pm 

★ GHOLAM ★ 

United Kingdom, 2017, 94 min 

Dir. Mitra Tabrizian 

Gholam is an Iranian living in 
a gritty part of London. He has 
two jobs, driving a cab and work- 
ing in a garage, which offers little 
time for sleep. There is a group of 
people trying to recruit him to do 
something, but what it is isn’t clear. 
And he seems to be biding his time 


for something else. The whole situ- 
ation is vague: Who is he? What 
happened to him in the past? Why 
has he left home? What does he 
want? Shahab Hosseini (star of the 
Oscar-winning The Salesman ) has 
an engaging presence, and the film 
has a meditative quality that car- 
ries it along nicely. (GA) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu May 
25, 6:30 pm 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Fri 

May 26, 6:30 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Fri June 2, 4 pm 

GHOST HUNTING 

EEZ3 Palestine, 2016, 90 min 
U.S. PREMIERE 
Dir. Raed Andoni 

This documentary about Pales- 
tinians who survived torturous 
incarcerations in an Israeli deten- 
tion center is part talk therapy, 
part meta art film, and part Stan- 
ford Prison Experiment — and, 
unfortunately, seems to come 
with even more ethical baggage 
than the infamous psychological 
study. Raed Andoni’s direction 
(which won him best documentary 
at Berlinale) seems unnecessarily 
cruel, asking participants to play 
the roles of prisoner and interro- 
gator as they act out violent and 
traumatic scenes. Worse, Andoni 
thinks he is helping them. The 
brutish reenactments complicate 
and dilute the already devastat- 
ing pain you can hear in the voices 
of the actors as they tell stories 
about their lives. (JR) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 
22, 8:30 pm 

SIFF FILM CENTER Sat May 27, 

7:30 pm 

★ A GHOST STORY ★ 

USA, 2017, 93 min 
Dir. David Lowery 

As if Ain’t Them Bodies Saints 
hadn’t already established David 
Lowery as a must-see filmmaker 
with aesthetic imagination that 
reached far beyond his micro-bud- 
get roots, his miraculous reboot of 
Pete’s Dragon last year not only 
cemented his credentials, but also 
proved you can never take his next 
step for granted. Reunited with 
now-fully-starrified Saints stars 
Rooney Mara and Casey Affleck, 
Lowery ventures into a heretofore 
unexplored corner of the super- 
natural. (SN) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 9, 
9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 
10, 2:30 pm 

THE GIRL WITHOUT 
HANDS 

France, 201 6, 76 min 
Dir. Sebastien Laudenbach 

SIFF Says: Adapting a lesser- 
known fairy tale from the Brothers 
Grimm, French animator Sebastien 
Laudenbach uses an elegant, mini- 
malist, and hand-crafted painterly 
style to tell the legend of a girl who 
is sold to the Devil, then loses her 
hands when she attempts to escape. 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat May 
27, 11 am 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 30, 

6:30 pm 

★ GIVE ME FUTURE ★ 

EEHUSA, 2017, 85 min 
Dir. Austin Peters 

With relations between the United 
States and Cuba on the rise, the 
Caribbean-inspired dancehall 
band Major Lazer decide to hold 
a concert for their newly acces- 
sible fans in Havana. What they 
discover when they get there 
may forever wreck the concept of 
personal-space bubbles. No great 



shakes as a music documentary, re- 
ally, with a first half full of pleasant 
yet unrevealing looks at the band’s 
roots. Once the concert actually 
begins, however, the sheer size of 
the audience, and the way that the 
visibly startled performers feed off 
of its collective energy, is honestly 
something to see. (AW) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 19, 
8:30 pm 

MAJESTIC BAY Sat May 20, 3:30 pm 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Fri June 2, 9 pm 

★ GLORY ★ 

Bulgaria, 2016, 101 min 

Dir. Petar Valchanov, Kristina Grozeva 

A Bulgarian railway worker finds 
a bunch of loose cash on the tracks 
and attempts to do the honorable 
thing by reporting it to the author- 
ities. Sensing an opportunity for 
positive coverage, the local engines 
of bureaucracy quickly switch on 
the nitro. An absolutely wicked 
satire, made more potent by small, 
sharp character beats throughout. 
(The central figure’s obsession 
with his antique watch is definitely 
not a stray detail.) Both mordantly 
funny and savage, with a final sting 
that seals the deal. Keep listening 
during the end credits for maxi- 
mum squirmy effect. (AW) 

PACIFIC PLACE Mon May 29, 9:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon June 
5, 9:30 pm 

GOD OF WAR 

China, 2017, 130 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Gordon Chan 

SIFF Says: Hong Kong action direc- 
tor Gordon Chan’s sprawling war 
epic is set in 16th-century China, 
where marauding Japanese pirates 
threaten the coast and it’s up to 
Commander Yu (Sammo Hung) 
and the newly promoted General Qi 
(Vincent Zhao) to defeat them. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Fri May 
26, 9:45 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

31, 9:30 pm 

GOD'S OWN COUNTRY 

United Kingdom, 2017, 100 min 

Dir. Francis Lee 

SIFF Says: An isolated young sheep 
farmer in Yorkshire numbs his dai- 
ly frustrations with binge-drinking 
and casual sex, until the arrival of 
a Romanian migrant worker ig- 
nites an intense relationship in this 
heart-stirring gay romance, win- 
ner of the Best Director award at 
the Sundance Film Festival. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat June 
10, 6:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sun June 11, 1:30 pm 

★ GODSPEED ★ 

Taiwan, 2016, 112 min 

Dir. Chung Mung-Hong 

A washed-up taxi driver picks up 
a pudgy young drug runner who 
is headed towards the southern 
tip of Taiwan. Along the way, the 
pair develops a buddy-movie kin- 
ship, nearly dying several times 
and at one point getting extorted 
at a funeral. They stumble from 
one dangerously violent situation 
to the next. Taiwanese director 
Chung Mong-hong’s fourth fea- 
ture film, Godspeed, is a darkly 
hilarious meditation on the mean- 
ing of friendship in the face of the 
absurd. Hong Kong acting legend 
Michael Hui shines as the taxi 
driver, who spends a considerable 
portion of the film talking his pas- 
senger’s ear off on his search for 
meaning and finding ways to jack 
up his fare. (SH) 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sun 
May 28, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 
1, 8:30 pm 
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SIFF cinema UPTOWN Fri June 
2, 3 pm 

GOING TO BRAZIL 

France, 201 6, 94 min 
Dir. Patrick Mille 

If you’re into comedy, murderous 
adventure, and surly, smoking, 
foul-mouthed French women, this 
is your pick. A drugged-up douche - 
bag attempts to rape one of the four 
leads, a cohort of young women who 
are beautiful but have issues, and 
he is punted off a high balcony with- 
out a second thought. Only after the 
regret sets in does the group find 
out his identity — and it doesn’t 
bode well for them. Don’t pick apart 
the filmmaking, don’t dwell on the 
(fairly unsuccessful, but thankfully 
brief) emotional discussions, and 
don’t expect a portrait of Brazil. 
Just take turns laughing and gasp- 
ing. (JR) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 26, 

8:30 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Sat May 27, 3:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
11,6 pm 

★ GOLDSTONE ★ 

Australia, 2016, 110 min 
Dir. Ivan Sen 

jTjnn A bedraggled outback cop 
J'tJ (Aaron Pedersen) is sent 
to investigate a missing- 
person case in a small mining 
town, and, in the best noir tradi- 
tion, quickly stumbles into a whole 
nest of vipers. Writer/director 
Ivan Sen’s stand-alone sequel to 
his earlier Mystery Road is ex- 
ceedingly well-crafted, smuggling 
some potent themes underneath 
its drum-tight narrative. A fantas- 
tic example of genre filmmaking, 
chock-full of shady people doing 
shady things, cars vrooming 
through breathtakingly wide open 
spaces, and a brilliantly staged 
shoot-out in a maze of industrial 
trailers. All this, plus Jacki Weav- 
er as a suspiciously burbly mayor, 
to boot. (AW) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 19, 

4:30 pm 

MAJESTIC BAY Mon May 22, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

24, 8:45 pm 

GOOK 

USA, 2017, 94 min 
Dir. Justin Chon 

SIFF Says: Two Korean bothers 
spend the day hanging out in their 
father’s South Central shoe shop 
on the first day of the 1992 Rodney 
King riots in a racially charged in- 
die comedy that blends the social 
commentary of Spike Lee with the 
visual and comedic style of Clerks. 
ARK LODGE CINEMA Fri June 2, 
6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 

8, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 

9, 4 pm 

★ THE GRIFTERS ★ 

USA, 1990, 110 min 

Dir. Stephen Frears 

iTiuui For reasons that are deep 
J'tJ and complicated, the last 
WfiSI decade of the 20th century 
saw the revival of a class of crime 
films categorized as noirs. And one 
of the best noirs of this period is 
The Grifters, which stars John Cu- 
sack, Annette Bening, and Anjelica 
Huston (the daughter of the man, 
John Huston, who directed one of 
the greatest noirs of the classical 
period, The Maltese Falcon). The 
Grifters launched Anjelica Hus- 
ton’s career. Before the movie, she 
was just the daughter of John Hus- 
ton; after the movie, she became 
Anjelica Huston — the actress 


SIFF is honoring this year. Her 
performance in The Grifters cap- 
tured the essence of the smooth 
criminal and introduced to noir a 
figure, a type, that had never been 
seen before: the middle-aged moth- 
er as the femme fatale. (CM) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Wed June 

I, 4 pm 

THE GROWN-UPS 

EEX3 Chile, 2016, 80 min 
Dir. Maite Alberdi 

SIFF Says: After decades of at- 
tending and working in the bakery 
of a school for those with Down 
Syndrome, a group of middle-aged 
students fight for the freedom 
to live, and love, as they wish, 
but find themselves ignored by a 
homogeneous system in this empa- 
thetic first-person documentary. 
PACIFIC PLACE Sat June 3, 4 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
4, 5 pm 

★ HANDSOME DEVIL ★ 

Ireland, 2016, 95 min 
Dir. John Butler 

A self-conscious teenage rebel 
(Fionn O’Shea) finds his views 
on male bonding shifting after 
his latest boarding school forces 
him to room with a handsome 
rugby star (Nicholas Galitzine). 
Director John Butler’s film keeps 
the life lessons mostly buried, 
concentrating instead on sheer 
breezy entertainment. Lots of fun 
throughout, featuring realistically 
witty dialogue, some very appeal- 
ing give-and-take between the 
two leads, and a downright ter- 
rific supporting turn by Andrew 
Scott, as a teacher who sometimes 
seems wary of his own awesome- 
ness. Blatant crowd-pleasing isn’t 
a bad thing when it works. (AW) 
MAJESTIC BAY Tue May 23, 7 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 
26, 7 pm 

HAVE A NICE DAY 

China, 2017, 77 min 

NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Liu Jian 

SIFF Says: Filled with sparkling, 
Tarantino-esque dialogue, this 
grim animated noir from China 
begins when a young construction 
worker steals a case filled with 
cash and finds himself pursued by 
a rogues’ gallery of punk rockers. 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue June 
6, 9 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 

II, 12:30 pm 

★ HEAL THE LIVING ★ 

France, 2016, 104 min 
Dir. Kate 1 1 Quit lever e 

Three boys drive along an open 
road. The road turns into ocean 
waves. One particularly huge 
wave crashes over them — and us. 
Darkness. We wake up from it, but 
Simon doesn’t. He’s brain-dead. 
What follows this surreal opening 
is a panoramic picture of the lives 
that remain: a girl he loved and his 
parents, for one. But for another: 
the recipient of his donated heart. 


And the woman she loves and her 
sons. Delicate scenes are sutured 
together moment-by-moment as 
characters endure loss and allow 
each other hope. Watch to feel your 
own heart opened. (JESSICA FU) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

21, 8 pm 

MAJESTIC BAY Tue May 23, 4:30 pm 

★ HEARTSTONE ★ 

Iceland, 2016, 129 min 
Dir. Gudmundur Arnar Gudmundsson 

The gray, rainy atmosphere of Ice- 
land is a fitting backdrop to this 
story of adolescent angst. Thor 
and Christian are best friends 
living in a rural village doing the 
usual stuff: killing things, break- 
ing things. But there is no room 
in this small, traditional place to 
be different. This is an intense 
little film, entirely set in the young 
people’s world, and it does a good 
job of showing the confusion and 
energy of teenagers’ burgeoning 
sexuality as well as the intensity of 
friendships at that age. The young 
actors are achingly beautiful, as is 
the Icelandic landscape. (GA) 
MAJESTIC BAY Mon May 22, 4 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 

23, 9 pm 

HEDI 

Colombia, 2016, 89 min 

Dir. Mohamed Ben Attia 

Hedi is a car salesman, but people 
aren’t buying because of political 
instability. He is getting married, 
so he has to give up his bachelor 
pad in Tunis and move back into 
his bossy mother’s house. He is 
a pallid, limp sort of person: dis- 
passionate about work, marriage, 
everything. On a business trip, he 
meets a new woman. They have fun 
together, talk about their dreams, 
and are physically affectionate. He 
is a different person when he is with 
her, able to break free from the 
strict societal expectations. Which 
brings us to the conundrum: Will 
he choose responsibility and family 
duty, or will he chuck it all for a life 
of freedom and uncertainty? (GA) 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

24, 9:30 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Sat May 27, 1 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
1 1, 6:30 pm 

★ HELLO DESTROYER ★ 

Canada, 2016, 110 min 
Dir. Kevan Funk 

The feature debut of director Ke- 
van Funk, Hello Destroyer is set in 
Prince George, Canada, but could 
be in any blue-collar town of the 
United States. Football could sub 
in for the sport the film centers on, 
hockey. Tyson Burr (Jared Abra- 
hamson), a young hockey player, 
quiet and introspective off the ice, 
becomes a ball of fury on it, goaded 
into aggression by his coaches, 
hazed by his teammates, and envel- 
oped by toxic masculinity at every 
turn in his life. It doesn’t really 
suit him, but when the carefully 
curated rage turns near deadly on 
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OPENING NIGHT GALA 

★ THE BIG SICK ★ 

Thursday, May 18 - 7:00 pm, McCaw Hall 


CENTERPIECE GALA 

★ LANDLINE ★ 

Saturday, June 3 - 5:30 pm, Egyptian 


AN AFTERNOON WITH SAM ELLIOTT 

★ THE HERO ★ 

Saturday, May 27 - 4:00 pm, Egyptian 


GENERAL ADMISSION: $75 (SIFF members: $65), includes admission to 
the film, entry to the Opening Night Party, and two drink tickets. PREMIUM 
ADMISSION: $100 (SIFF members: $90), includes admission to film, entry to 
the Opening Night Party, and unlimited drinks. 


FILM AND PARTY: $30 (SIFF members: $25), includes admission 
to the party at DAR Rainier Chapter House following the screening. 
FILM ONLY: $15 (SIFF members: $13). 


FILM AND PARTY: $25 (SIFF members: $23), includes admission 
to the party at the Baltic Room following the screening. 

FILM ONLY: $13 (SIFF members: $11). 


SIFF Cinema Uptown 


Egyptian 


FRI 

MAY 

19 


SAT 

MAY 

20 


SUN 

MAY 

21 


MAY 

22 


TUE 

MAY 

23 

WED 

MAY 

24 

THU 

MAY 

25 

FRI 

MAY 

26 

SAT 

MAY 

27 


SUN 

MAY 

28 


MAY 

29 
















4:30 pm 

Goldstone 

4:00 pm 

In Syria 

3:30 pm 

Backpack Full of Cash 

4:15 pm 

The Midwife 

11:00am 

Death in Sarajevo 

4:00 pm 

The Farthest 

4:00 pm 

Anishoara 

7:00 pm 

After the Storm 

6:30 pm 

Struggle for Life 

6:00 pm 

Chavela 

7:00 pm 

The Fabulous Allan Carr 

1:30 pm 

Ethel & Ernest 

7:00 pm 

The Winter 

6:30 pm 

Moka 

9:45 pm 

Lake Bodom 

9:00 pm 

Time Trap 

8:30 pm 

Give Me Future 

9:30 pm 

Lemon 

4:00 pm 

The Nile Hilton Incident 

9:15pm 

Entanglement 

8:45 pm 

7 Minutes 









7:00 pm 

Food Evolution 













9:30 pm 

The Unknown Girl 





11:00 am 

Ivan Tsarevitch and the 

11:30 am 

Food Evolution 

12:00 pm 

Borders, 8 Days 

11:00 am 

The Fabulous Allan Carr 

11:00am 

Chavela 

1:00 pm 

Pyromaniac 

1:00 pm 

Tea Pets 


Changing Princess: Four 
Enchanting Tales 

2:00 pm 

Entanglement 

2:30 pm 

The Fixer 

1:30 pm 

Animal Crackers 

1:30 pm 

Beatriz at Dinner 

3:30 pm 

Give Me Future 

3:30 pm 

Lives with Flavor 

1:30 pm 

Lemon 

5:30 pm 

The Wedding Party 

5:00 pm 

The Farthest 

4:00 pm 

After the Storm 

4:00 pm 

Time Trap 

6:00 pm 

Struggle for Life 

6:00 pm 

A Dragon Arrives! 

6:00 pm 

The Midwife 

8:30 pm 

Brigsby Bear 

8:00 pm 

The Force 

7:00 pm 

Beach Rats 

7:00 pm 

The Trip to Spain 

8:30 pm 

Small Town Killers 

8:30 pm 

150 Milligrams 

9:00 pm 

Moka 





9:30 pm 

The Bar 

9:30 pm 

Hello Destroyer 










MIDNIGHT 

Bad Black 







12:00 pm 

Ethel & Ernest 

11:30 am 

Tea Pets 

11:00 am 

The Trip to Spain 

11:00 am 

Secret 1 

11:00am 

The Unknown Girl 

1:00 pm 

Crazywise 

1:00 pm 

No Dress Code Required 

2:30 pm 

Bill Frisell, A Portrait 

3:00 pm 

Hello Destroyer 

2:00 pm 

Pendular 

1:30 pm 

Beach Rats 

1:30 pm 

The Force 

3:30 pm 

Ivan Tsarevitch and the 

3:30 pm 

Forever Pure 

6:30 pm 

Cook Up a Storm 

6:00 pm 

Step 

5:30 pm 

8 Borders, 8 Days 

4:00 pm 

The Bar 

4:00 pm 

Brigsby Bear 


Changing Princess: Four 
Enchanting Tales 

6:00 pm 

Newton 

9:00 pm 

Lake Bodom 

8:30 pm 

In Syria 

8:00 pm 

Heal the Living 

6:30 pm 

Yourself and Yours 

6:30 pm 

Menashe 

6:00 pm 

Bye Bye Germany 

8:30 pm 

Close Relations 







9:00 pm 

Bad Day for the Cut 

8:45 pm 

Solitaire 

8:30 pm 

The Man 



4:30 pm 

Struggle for Life 

4:00 pm 

Step 

3:30 pm 

Menashe 

6:30 pm 

Maurice 

4:30 pm 

White Sun 

4:00 pm 

Heartstone 

6:30 pm 

New Chefs on the Block 

7:00 pm 

A Dragon Arrives! 

6:30 pm 

The Wedding Plan 

6:00 pm 

Pyromaniac 

9:30 pm 

Bad Black 

7:00 pm 

Crazywise 

7:00 pm 

Goldstone 

9:00 pm 

The Last Family 

9:30pm 

The Bloom of Yesterday 

9:00 pm 

Manifesto 

8:30 pm 

Ghost Hunting 



9:30 pm 

Close Relations 

9:30pm 

Yourself and Yours 



4:30 pm 

The Man 

4:00 pm 

Dina 

3:30 pm 

Solitaire 

7:00 pm 

Bye Bye Germany 

4:00 pm 

Bill Frisell, A Portrait 

4:30 pm 

Heal the Living 

6:30 pm 

Vampire Cleanup Dept. 

7:00 pm 

The Nile Hilton Incident 

6:30 pm 

Those Redheads From 

6:00 pm 

The Smuggler and Her 

9:30 pm 

Suffering of Ninko 

7:00 pm 

Lives with Flavor 

7:00 pm 

Handsome Devil 

9:00 pm 

It’s Onlythe End of the Wo 

9:30 pm 

The Winter 


Seattle in 3D 


Charges 



9:30 pm 

Inversion 

9:30 pm 

The Inland Road 





9:00 pm 

Heartstone 

8:00 pm 

Wulu 









3:30 pm 

Divine Divas 

4:00 pm 

The Farthest 

3:45 pm 

Wulu 

7:00 pm 

Cabaret: An Evening of 

4:30 pm 

The Wedding Plan 

4:30 pm 

Sami Blood 

6:30 pm 

The Bloom of Yesterday 

6:30 pm 

Yourself and Yours 

7:00 pm 

Beatriz at Dinner 

6:00 pm 

Investigating Paradise 


Cabaret with Robbie Turner 

7:00 pm 

Dina 

7:00 pm 

Becoming Who 1 Was 

9:15pm 

Entanglement 

8:45 pm 

Goldstone 

9:00 pm 

No Dress Code Required 

9:30 pm 

Hedi 



9:30 pm 

Afterimage 

9:30 pm 

The Osiris Child: SFVoll 



4:00 pm 

The Bloom of Yesterday 

3:00 pm 

Investigating Paradise 

3:30 pm 

Women on the Verge 

7:00 pm 

Rocketmen 

4:30 pm 

Becoming Who 1 Was 

4:30 pm 

Bad Day for the Cut 

6:30 pm 

The Wedding Party 

7:00 pm 

ShortsFest Opening Night 

6:30 pm 

Gholam 

6:00 pm 

500 Years 

9:00 pm 

Small Town Killers 

7:00 pm 

Weirdos 

7:00 pm 

Black Code 

9:00 pm 

Two Irenes 

9:30 pm 

Vampire Cleanup Dept. 

9:00 pm 

The Last Family 

9:15pm 

ALT Shorts 



9:30 pm 

It’s Only the End of the World 

9:30 pm 

Bad Black 
















12:30 pm Original Bliss 

1:00 pm 

Inversion 

1:30 pm 

Crossing Borders 

4:30 pm 

Black Code 

12:00 pm The Smuggler and Her 

7:30 pm 

The Odyssey 

6:30 pm 

Gholam 

3:30 pm 

Afterimage 

3:15pm 

500 Years 

4:00 pm 

Point of No Return 

7:00 pm 

Prom King, 2010 


unarges 



9:00 pm 

She’s the Boss 

7:00 pm 

Handsome Devil 

6:00 pm 

jTapas! 

6:30 pm 

City of Ghosts 

9:45 pm 

God of War 

2:30 pm 

Lives with Flavor 





9:30 pm 

DIY Demonology 

8:30 pm 

Going to Brazil 

9:00 pm 

Chronicles of Hari 



4:30 pm 

Vampire Cleanup Dept. 













7:00 pm 

Dean 













9:30 pm 

Tom of Finland 





11:00 am The Family Picture Show 

11:30AM 

Rumble: The Indians Who 

12:00 pm 

Finding KUKAN 

11:00 am 

The Girl Without Hands 

11:00am 

Marseille Trilogy: Marius 

1:00 pm 

Hedi 

1:00 pm 

Wulu 

3:00 pm 

The Last Animals 

2:30 pm 

Rocked the World 

3:30 pm 

Indigenous Without Borders 

1:00 pm 

Tom of Finland. 

1:45 pm 

Dean 

3:30 pm 

Going to Brazil 

3:30 pm 

Black Code 

6:30pm 

The Odyssey 

City of Ghosts 

6:00 pm 

Neighbors 

4:00 pm 

Afternoon w/Sam Elliott 

4:15 pm 

Weirdos 

6:00 pm 

Original Bliss 

6:00 pm 

Paradise 

9:30pm 

Animation4Adults 

5:30 pm 

Dolores 

8:30 pm 

The Work 

7:00 pm 

A Date for Mad Mary 

7:00 pm 

The Little Hours 

8:30 pm 

The Bar 

9:00 pm 

Suffering of Ninko 



8:00 pm 

The Fixer 



9:00 pm 

150 Milligrams 

9:30 pm 

Quit Staring at My Plate 











MIDNIGHT Meatball Machine Kodoku 







12:00 pm 

#FilmlnWA 

12:30 pm 

The Little Hours 

11:30AM 

Angry Inuk 

11:00 am 

Secret 2 

11:00am 

Marseille Trilogy: Fanny 

1:00 pm 

Anishoara 

1:00 pm 

Swallows and Amazons 

3:00 pm 

Searchers 

3:30 pm 

POV 

2:30 pm 

Prom King, 2010 

1:30 pm 

Zip & Zap and the Captain's 

1:45 pm 

The Hero 

3:30 pm 

Rocketmen 

3:30 pm 

What Lies Upstream 

6:30 pm 

The Last Animals 

6:00 pm 

Boy Trouble 

5:30 pm 

Mellow Mud 

4:15 pm 

Island 

4:15 pm 

Band Aid 

6:00 pm 

A Date For Mad Mary 

6:00 pm 

Godspeed 

9:30 pm 

WTF?! 

9:00 pm 

Pendular 

8:30 pm 

Newton 

Cook Up a Storm 

7:00 pm 

Finding KUKAN 

8:00 pm 

The Truth About Love Is... 

9:00 pm 

Without Name 







7:00 pm 

Roberto Bolle -The Art of 

Dance 

9:30 pm 

Person to Person 











9:30 pm 

Terror 5 







12:00 pm Napping Princess 

11:30 am 

Angry Inuk 

11:00am 

Coming of Age 

11:00 am 

The Net 

11:00am 

Marseille Trilogy: Cesar 

1:00 pm 

Zip & Zap and the Captain's 

1:00 pm 

A Life in Waves 

3:00 pm 

Roberto Bolle - The Art of 

2:00 pm 

Pendular 

1:30 pm 

FutureWave Shorts: Best of 

1:30 pm 

Searchers 

2:00 pm 

Dolores 


Island 

3:15 pm 

Mellow Mud 

Dance 

5:30 pm 

Band Aid 

NFFTY 

4:00 pm 

The Odyssey 

4:30 pm 

The Work 

3:30 pm 

This Is Our Land 

6:00 pm 

Bye Bye Germany 

6:00 pm 

ShortsFest Closing Night 

8:00 pm 

Endless Poetry 

5:00 pm 

Kakehashi: A Portrait of Chef 
Nobuo Fukuda 

7:00 pm 

Behind the Curtain: Todrick 

7:00 pm 

PowWow 

6:00 pm 

Fermented 

8:30 pm 

Albiim 

8:30 pm 

The Osiris Child: SFVoll 



Hall 

9:30 pm 

Glory 

8:00 pm 

May God Save Us 





7:30 pm 

By the Time It Gets Dark 

9:30 pm 

Suffering of Ninko 





SIFF Film Center 

O 6:30 pm Dawson City: Frozen 
Time 

9:00 pm Nowhere to Hide 


CM 


6:30 pm Nowhere to Hide 

9:00 pm Dawson City: Frozen 

Time 


CD 7:30 pm Manifesto 

CM 


CM 


7:30 pm Ghost Hunting 


7:00 pm Those Shocking 
u Shaking Days 

^ 9:00 pm Emma’ (Mother) 


CO 


12:30 pm Diamond Island 

3:00 pm My Journey Through 
French Cinema 

7:00 pm Emma’ (Mother) 

9:00 pm Those Shocking 
Shaking Days 

7:00 pm My Journey Through 
French Cinema 


3:00 pm Catalyst Screenplay 
Winner 


A TRIBUTE TO 
ANJELICA HUSTON 

★ TROUBLE ★ 

Wednesday, June 7 - 7:00 pm, Egyptian 

GENERAL ADMISSION: $50 (SIFF members: $45) 
VIP EXPERIENCE: $150 


SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

★ RUMBLE: THE 
INDIANS WHO ROCKED 
THE WORLD ★ 

Friday, May 26 - 7:00 pm, Paramount 

GENERAL ADMISSION: Free with RSVP. Includes 
Redefinition gallery opening and 4th World after-party. 


NEPTUNE PARTY 

★ THE '80S TEEN 
MOVIE HIGH SCHOOL 
REUNION ★ 

Friday, May 26-9:00 pm, 
Neptune Theatre 

GENERAL ADMISSION: $15 (SIFF members: $13) 


PUGET SOUNDTRACK PRESENTS 

★ PROM QUEEN ★ 

Thursday, June 1 - 7:00 pm, 

The Triple Door 

GENERAL ADMISSION: $15. 
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SIFF Cinema Uptown Egyptian Pacific Place 


TUE 

4:00 pm 

Album 

3:30 pm 

Person to Person 

7:00 pm 

6:30 pm 

The Girl Without Hands 

6:00 pm 

Two Irenes 

9:30 pm 

MAY 

9:00 pm 

Quit Staring at My Plate 

8:30 pm 

A Life in Waves 


30 






WED 

3:15 pm 

Take Every Wave: The Life of 

4:00 pm 

Two Irenes 

7:00 pm 


Laird Hamilton 

6:30 pm 

Napping Princess 

9:30 pm 

HAY 

6:00 pm 

Winnie 

9:15 pm 

Anishoara 


31 

8:30 pm 

Paradise 




THU 

4:00 pm 

Behind the Curtain: Todrick 

3:30 pm 

Quit Staring at My Plate 

6:30 pm 


Hall 

6:00 pm 

Those Who Remain 

9:30 pm 

JUNE 

6:30 pm 

Patti Cake$ 

8:30 pm 

Godspeed 

1 

9:15pm 

7 Minutes 




FRI 

1:00 pm 

Mellow Mud 

12:30 pm 

Those Who Remain 

4:30 pm 

3:30 pm 

On the Road 

3:00 pm 

Godspeed 

7:00 pm 

JUNE 

6:00 pm 

Woodpeckers 

6:30 pm 

Ivan 

9:30 pm 

2 

8:45 pm 

The Reagan Show 

9:00 pm 

Chameleon 


SAT 

12:00 pm 

7 Minutes 

11:30 am 

The Dumb Girl of Portici 

12:00 pm 

2:30 pm 

Lane 1974 

3:30 pm 

Ivan 

2:30 pm 

JUNE 

5:30 pm 

What Lies Upstream 

6:30 pm 

Bad Influence 

5:30 pm 

3 

8:00 pm 

Boundaries 

9:00 pm 

Come, Together 

9:00 pm 

MIDNIGHT 

SUN 

11:30 am 

Fermented 

11:00 am 

Come, Together 

11:00 am 

2:30 pm 

Woodpeckers 

2:00 pm 

Bad Influence 

1:30 pm 

JUNE 

6:00 pm 

1 Was a Dreamer 

5:00 pm 

The Grown-Ups 

4:00 pm 

4 

8:30 pm 

Wind River 

7:30 pm 

Chronicles of Hari 

6:30 pm 






9:30 pm 

MDN 

4:00 pm 

Rocketmen 

3:30 pm 

The Truth About Love Is... 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

Original Bliss 

6:00 pm 

Pavlensky — Man and Might 

9:30 pm 

June 

9:00 pm 

Kati Kati 

8:30 pm 

Ma’ Rosa 


5 






TUE 

4:00 pm 

1 Was a Dreamer 

3:00 pm 

Pavlensky -Man and Might 

7:00 pm 

6:30 pm 

Borders 

6:00 pm 

Love and Duty 

9:30 pm 

JUNE 

9:00 pm 

Have a Nice Day 

9:45 pm 

Diamond Island 


6 







Beckey 


4:30 pm It’s Only the End of the World 
7:00 pm DaraJu 
9:30 pm White Su 


4:45 pm Kakehashi: A Portrait of Chef 
Nobuo Fukuda 

7:00 pm Crown Heights 

9:30 pm I Dream in Another Language 


4:30 pm Crown Heights 

7:00 pm Captain Underpants: The 
First Epic Movie 

9:30 pm By the Time It Gets Dark 


11:00 am Close Relations 
1:30 pm The Turkish Way 
4:15 pm Patti Cake$ 

7:00 pm I, Daniel Blake 
9:30 pm Infinity Baby 

11:00 am Revolting Rhymes 
1:30 pm Chameleon 
4:00 pm The Grown-Ups 
6:30 pm Fermented 
8:30 pm Devil’s Freedom 


11:00 am What Lies Upstream 
1:30 pm Boundaries 
4:00 pm Devil’s Freedom 
6:30 pm Forever Pure 
8:45 pm Feather 

4:30 pm I, Daniel Blake 
7:00 pm The Journey 
9:30 pm Endless Poetry 


4:30 pm The Journey 
7:00 pm Backpack Full of Cash 
9:30 pm Kills on Wheels 


6:30 pm Time Trap 
8:45 pm Come, Together 


6:30 pm Pyromaniac 
8:45 pm 150 Milligrams 


6:30 pm Becoming Who I Was 
9:00 pm The Last Family 


4:00 pm Gholam 
6:30 pm The Hippopotamus 
8:45 pm In the Radiant City 


1:00 pm Woodpeckers 

4:00 pm Inversion 

6:30 pm Winnie 

9:00 pm American Folk 


Lincoln Square 


6:30 pm My Happy Family 
9:00 pm The Midwife 


6:30 pm Cook Up a Storm 
9:00 pm Feather 


6:30 pm Pavlensky — Man and Might 
9:00 pm Bad Influence 


4:30 pm Kakehashi: A Portrait of Chef 
Nobuo Fukuda 

6:30 pm Death in Sarajevo 

8:30 pm Paris Prestige 


1:00 pm The Winter 

3:15 pm Take Every Wave: The Life of 
Laird Hamilton 

6:00 pm TheTurkish Way 

8:45 pm Zoology 


1:00 pm Tea Pets 
3:30 pm The Cage Fighter 
6:00 pm The Landing 
8:15 pm The Man 


6:30 pm Winnie 
9:00 pm I Was a Dreamer 


4:30 pm Finding KUKAN 
6:30 pm Gook 
9:00 pm Give Me Future 


1:00 pm Zip & Zap and the Captain's 
Island 

3:30 pm Dolores 

6:00 pm She’s the Boss 

8:30 pm Meatball Machine Kodoku 


1:00 pm Ma’Rosa 

3:30 pm Infinity Baby 

6:00 pm KatiKati 

8:00 pm Atthe End of the Tunnel 


6:30 pm PowWow 
8:45 pm Diamond Island 


6:30 pm The Last Animals 
8:45 pm Zoology 



veLa 

CANNABIS 


194-1 Fir LI &. SrflKFfr, Mt34 20& 4-57 J3&9 NtCiinnsfcl* .Cflfrt 



Doton tirtbcr 

cm tljf 

3rti 

C * Lttarl 


Rea! B/W PHOTOBOOTH 

DracuLa PINBALL! 


©range 23 racula 


Buttons card craft retro kitsch d.l.y, 


ifoi P*K« Place Seattle, Oet)6iV5>-64 

Hi* Dlnitctwrt for people with etranpe and wiiuoal tutif 



EATTLEARTISTLEAGUE 
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WED 

JUNE 

7 

THU 

JUNE 

8 

FRI 

JUNE 

9 

SAT 

JUNE 

10 


SUN 

JUNE 

II 


SIFF Cinema Uptown 

Egyptian 

Pacific Place 

4:00 pm Lady Macbeth 

3:30 pm Borders 

4:00 pm The Grifters 

4:30 pm Backpack Full of Cash 

6:30 pm Columbus 

6:00 pm The Beautiful Kokonor Lake 

7:00 pm ATribute to 

7:00 pm She’s the Boss 

9:15 pm DaraJu 

8:30 pm The Song of Cotton 

Anjelica Huston 

9:30 pm Paris Prestige 

4:15 pm Columbus 

4:00 pm Trouble 

7:00 pm Susanne Bartsch: On Top 

4:30 pm The Beautiful Kokonor Lake 

7:00 pm Gook 

9:30 pm Wind River 

6:30 pm In the Radiant City 

9:00 pm Say You Will 

9:30 pm Mr. Long 

7:00 pm The Door 

9:45 pm Chameleon 

1:00 pm Say You Will 

12:00 pm Paris Prestige 

4:30 pm Susanne Bartsch: On Top 

11:00 am The Song of Cotton 

4:00 pm Gook 

3:30 pm Kalushi 

6:45 pm King’s Choice 

1:30 pm Knife in the ClearWater 

6:30 pm The Death and Life of 

Marsha P. Johnson 

9:15 pm The Landing 

6:00 pm New Chefs on the Block 

8:30 pm Quest 

9:30 pm Escape Room 

4:00 pm The Door 

7:00 pm The Feels 

9:30 pm American Folk 

12:30 pm In the Radiant City 

11:30 am New Chefs on the Block 

11:00 am Revolting Rhymes 

11:00 am Feather 

4:00 pm Taste of Cherry 

2:30 pm A Ghost Story 

1:30 pm The Witches 

1:30 pm The Feels 

6:30 pm Zoology 

5:00 pm The Turkish Way 

3:45 pm The Death and Life of Marsha 

4:00 pm Trouble 

9:00 pm Lady Macbeth 

8:00 pm Santa & Andres 

P. Johnson 

6:30 pm God’s Own Country 

9:15 pm Mr. Long 

MIDNIGHT Better Watch Out 

7:00 pm Knife in the Clear Water 

9:30 pm Escape Room 

12:30 pm Have a Nice Day 

11:30 am Quest 

11:00 am Secret 4 

11:00 am Swallows and Amazons 

3:30 pm The Landing 

2:30 pm Santa & Andres 

1:30 pm This Is Our Land 

1:30 pm God’s Own Country 

6:30 pm Hedi 

5:30 pm Free and Easy 

4:00 pm The Oath 

6:30 pm Better Watch Out 

4:15 pm Album 


FESTIVAL VENUES 



6:30 pm Kalushi 
9:15 pm A Life in Waves 


6:30 pm DaraJu 


SIFF Cinema Uptown 511 Queen Anne Avenue N • SIFF Cinema Egyptian 805 E Pine Street • SIFF Film Center 305 Harrison Street • AMC Pacific Place 600 Pine Street 
• Majestic Bay 2044 NW Market Street • Lincoln Square Cinemas 700 Bellevue Way NE, Bellevue • Shoreline Community College 16101 Greenwood Avenue N • 
MOHAI 860 Terry Avenue N • Paramount Theatre 911 Pine Street • Kirkland Performance Center 350 Kirkland Avenue, Kirkland • Ark Lodge Columbia City 4816 Rainier 
AvenueS • Cinerama 2100 Fourth Avenue • McCaw Hall 321 Mercer Street • Neptune Theatre 1303 NE 45th Street • Triple Door 216 Union Street 


KIRKLAND OPENING NIGHT 

★ FOOTNOTES ★ 

Thursday, June 1 - 8:00 pm, Kirkland 
Performance Center 

FILM AND PARTY: $50 (SIFF members: $45). 

FILM ONLY: $14 (SIFF members: $12). 


CLOSING NIGHT GALA 

★ THE YOUNG KARL 
MARX ★ 

Sunday, June 11 - 6:00 pm, Cinerama 

GENERAL ADMISSION: $75 (SIFF members: $65), 
includes admission to the film and after-party at MOHAI, 
and two drink tickets. 


DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE 

★ WITH LIVE 
SOUNDTRACK BY THE 
INVINCIBLE CZARS ★ 

Thursday, June 8 - 7:00 pm, Triple Door 

GENERAL ADMISSION: $15. 


★ SECRET FESTIVAL ★ 

Sundays at 11 am, SIFF Cinema Egyptian 

All screenings are secret, and no other 
audience can watch them. 

PASSES: $80 (SIFF Members: $70) 





www.burienfilmfestival.com www.facebook.com/burienfilmfestival/ 


Contests: 

• Burien-centric 
5-minute Shorts 

• Student j ^ 

1 0-minute Shor* c “ 

Open Shorts 

& 


TVCelebrate Film 
* l]in the South End! 4 

1 ,1 Yl Regional and International ^7* 
' Short Films 

BURIEN FILM FESTIVAL 2017 
June 22-25 th 

See Website For Schedule of Events: 
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ENDING HUNGER IS 


NOT A FANTASY 


WITH YOUR HELP, IT CAN BE A REALITY 


Your donation to Northwest Harvest helps greenllght meal 
programs that provide consistent nutritious and culturally- 
sensitive foods that are critical to both the body and iriirid- 


Eecome a hunger hero at northwestharvest.org/donate. 
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The Stranger's SIFF NOTES 



the ice, he is shunned by everyone 
in his life. Hello Destroyer won nu- 
merous Canadian film awards and 
you can see why: Benjamin Loeb’s 
beautiful cinematography, the nu- 
anced acting, and a fully realized 
vision by Funk — but it’s beset by 
a glacial pace and an oppressive, 
dismal outlook. (TR) 

PACIFIC PLACE Sat May 20, 9:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 
21, 3 pm 

★ THE HERO ★ 

USA, 2017, 93 min 
Dir. Brett Haley 

■ Lee (Sam Elliott) has can- 
cer, he smokes a lot of 
weed, he is divorced from 
his wife and has been neglectful of 
his adult daughter, and his suc- 
cessful acting career is in the 
past. This is an intense, quiet 
movie about a man possibly facing 
his death and evaluating his life. 
There are some nice moments of 
levity provided by a drug- dealing 
friend (played by Nick Offerman). 
Sam Elliott is wonderful, and so 
are his eyebrows and mustache. 
(But a small — okay, big — quibble: 
Why can men in movies not date 
women within their own age 
range?) We root for Lee’s revital- 
ization even as he questions 
whether it is worth it to try to buy 
more time. (GA) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat May 
27, 4 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sun May 28, 1:45 pm 

THE HIPPOPOTAMUS 

United Kingdom, 2016, 89 min 
Dir. John Jencks 

SIFF Says: Adapted from the de- 
liciously witty novel by Stephen 
Fry, Roger Allam gives a wonder- 
fully cantankerous performance 
as a profane, drunken writer who 
takes a job investigating a series 
of unexplained miracle healings at 
a friend’s country manor. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Tue May 
30, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 
1, 4:30 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Fri June 2, 6:30 pm 

I, DANIEL BLAKE 

United Kingdom, 2016, 100 min 
Dir. Ken Loach 

SIFF Says: Winner of the Palme 
d’Or at this year’s Cannes Film 
Festival, the latest from Ken 
Loach tells the story of a carpen- 
ter who suffers a debilitating heart 
attack and must fight against the 
bureaucratic welfare system that 
insists he must return to work 
even though it may kill him. 
PACIFIC PLACE Fri June 2, 7 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Mon June 5, 4:30 pm 

I DREAM IN ANOTHER 
LANGUAGE 

Mexico, 2017, 100 min 
Dir. Ernesto Contreras 

SIFF Says: Told with striking 
sound design and a hint of magi- 
cal realism, this picturesque fable 
travels with an ambitious linguist 
to the jungles of Mexico, where he 
hopes to save a dying indigenous 
language by reuniting its last two 
living speakers — who haven’t spo- 
ken in 50 years. 

PACIFIC PLACE Wed May 31, 9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Mon June 
5, 9:30 pm 

INFINITY BABY 

USA, 2017, 80 min 
Dir. Bob Byington 

Mercifully short, filmed in black 
and white, with extreme camera 
angles, this deadpan, satirical 
comedy by Bob Byington is too 
self-impressed for its own good. 


It’s got a couple of A-listers, in- 
cluding wife-husband duo Megan 
Mullally and Nick Offerman, Ki- 
eran Culkin, and Martin Starr 
(of Silicon Valley ), but they can’t 
save the film from its thin conceit. 
In the future, thanks to a bad 
compromise between Republi- 
cans and Democrats involving 
abortion being banned and stem- 
cell research being allowed, some 
babies have been bred that don’t 
age, don’t cry, and barely poop 
(if you give them the right meds). 
People, naturally, buy the babies, 
because they are convenient, for 
$20,000. But the movie’s most 
interesting trait is the medita- 
tion about growing up and why 
it’s important, delivered via 
Starr’s character and embodied 
by Culkin’s never-ending Tinder- 
dating man-child. (TR) 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri June 2, 9:30 pm 
ARK LODGE CINEMA Sun June 4, 
3:30 pm 

THE INLAND ROAD 

New Zealand, 2017, 79 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 
Dir. Jackie Van Beek 

SIFF Says: After experiencing a 
fatal car crash while hitchhiking 
in the mountainous New Zealand 
countryside, a teenage runaway 
moves in with the family of griev- 
ing survivors in Jackie van Beek’s 
strikingly filmed, compassionate 
love story about wounds both vis- 
ible and invisible. 

MAJESTIC BAY Tue May 23, 9:30 
pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 

8, 9:15 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 

9, 3 pm 

IN SYRIA 

Lebanon, 2017, 85 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 
Dir. Philippe Van Leeuw 

SIFF Says: In a Syrian city under 
siege, a mother of three (Hiam 
Abbass) is barricaded inside her 
apartment and fights to protect 
her family and her neighbors from 
the raging war outside, in this 
tense drama where every decision 
is a matter of life or death. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 
19, 4 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

21, 8:30 pm 

★ INVERSION ★ 

Iran, 2016, 84 min 
Dir. Behnam Behzadi 

When pollution forces an elderly 
matriarch to move out of the city 
of Tehran, her squabbling family 
must decide who will leave their 
life behind and accompany her. 
After drawing the short straw, 
the youngest, unmarried daugh- 
ter (Sahar Dolatshahi) begins to 
question if she ever had a choice 
in the matter. The premise sure 
sounds like a downer, but director 
Behnam Behzadi’s exploration of 
female liberation thankfully stays 
lively, even amid the omnipresent 
smog. Both provocative and pleas- 
ingly subtle, particularly during 
the warm moments between the 
lead character and her atypically 
supportive niece. (AW) 

PACIFIC PLACE Tue May 23, 9:30 
pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 

26, 1 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Sat June 3, 4 pm 

INVESTIGATING 

PARADISE 

France, 2017, 135 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Merzak Allouache 

SIFF Says: Interweaving docu- 


mentary interviews with a 
dramatized black-and-white road 
trip, a pair of journalists travels 
throughout Algeria asking their 
fellow citizens about the mean- 
ing of paradise and the Salafist 
propaganda that promises men 72 
virgins after death. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

24, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu May 

25, 3 pm 

★ IN THE RADIANT 

CITY ★ 

USA, 2016, 95 min 
Dir. Rachel Lambert 

Years after making a decision that 
tore his family apart, a haunted 
man (Michael Abbott Jr.) ventures 
back to his tiny Kentucky home- 
town. Director Rachel Lambert’s 
debut has some definite similari- 
ties with the work of Jeff Nichols 
(who produced), including an eye 
for convincingly lived-in detail and 
the sense that even the bit play- 
ers have their own stories to tell. 
Scenes like the perfectly handled 
finale, meanwhile, suggest that 
she also has her own trails to blaze. 
Very well done, with a few unex- 
pectedly lovely moments of grace, 
and some real, scary heat when the 
tightly clenched characters finally 
lay down their cards. (AW) 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Fri June 2, 8:45 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 
8, 6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 
10, 12:30 pm 

IT'S ONLY THE END OF 
THE WORLD 

Canada (Quebec), 2016, 95 min 
Dir. Xavier Dolan 

SIFF Says: Prodigious auteur 
Xavier Dolan enlists an all-star 
cast of top French actors for a 
bold and stylistically daring melo- 
drama about a writer returning 
home after a decade to announce 
to his family that he is dying. 
LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Tue 
May 23, 9 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Thu May 25, 9:30 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Tue May 30, 4:30 pm 

IVAN 

Russia, 2017, 94 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Alyona Davydova 

SIFF Says: In this tender drama, 
Tonya, a charming, sassy 10-year- 
old girl, gives an ex-pilot, who is 
afraid to fly, a chance to redeem 
himself. When Ivan meets her and 
her little dog Tuzik, his everyday 
world forever changes. 

SIFF cinema UPTOWN Fri June 2, 
6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 3, 
3:30 pm 

★ IVAN TSAREVITCH 
AND THE CHANGING 

PRINCESS: FOUR 
ENCHANTING TALES ★ 

France, 201 7, 57 min 
Dir. Michel Ocelot 

H Kirikou and the Sorceress 
animator Michel Ocelot 
produced this lush and vi- 
brant children’s feature in his 
signature silhouette style. It’s an- 
chored by a cleverly meta premise: 
a projectionist and his two appren- 
tices try to avoid expected plot 
devices while bringing four magi- 
cal tales to life, which follow a girl 
who learns to master monsters, a 
magician-in-training who must 
outwit his devious master, an 
abused ship boy and his canny cat, 
and the film’s eponymous story, 
about a young man trying to save 
his father’s life and the shape- 
shifting princess who decides his 
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* BROADWAY * 

Proudly serving Capitol Hill 
since 1980 


Welcome SIFF (5) The Egyptian 
FRESH HOT SLICES 
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MEAT SLICES 
FRESH HOUSE SALAD 
HOMEMADE SOUP 
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18 TAP BEERS 
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if Capitol Hill if 
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www.billsoffbroadway.net 
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fate. It’s short and sweet (a man- 
ageable 57 minutes), inherently 
charming, and clever enough to be 
enjoyed by adults, though children 
who see it will need to be able to 
read — it’s in French with English 
subtitles. (LP) 

MAJESTIC BAY Sun May 21, 3:30 pm 

I WAS A DREAMER 

Italy, 2016, 100 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Michele Vannucci 

Upon his latest release from 
prison, an Italian bad seed (Mirko 
Frezza, playing himself) is startled 
to find himself elected president of 
his neighborhood homeowner’s 
committee. The thinly fictionalized 
premise is a beaut, but the movie 
never really finds its groove, with 
a number of promising scenes that 
just fizzle out. That said, Frezza, a 
charmingly mercurial figure who 
looks like a composite of every 
roadie in history, is a genuine find. 
Watching this self-described “lion 
who has gone vegetarian” ruefully 
contemplate his growing love han- 
dles makes it possible to forgive 
quite a bit. (AW) 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Thu June 1, 

9 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
4, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue June 
6, 4 pm 

THE JOURNEY 

United Kingdom, 2016, 94 min 
Dir. Nick Hamm 

SIFF Says: During a car ride 
through the Scottish countryside, 
conservative British loyalist Ian 
Paisley (Timothy Spall) and former 
IRA leader Martin McGuinness 
(Colm Meaney) begin to find com- 
mon ground and craft a historic 
plan for bringing peace to Northern 
Ireland in this gripping dramatiza- 
tion. 

PACIFIC PLACE Mon June 5, 7 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Tue June 6, 4:30 pm 

JUNGLE TRAP 

USA, 2016, 72 min 
Dir. James Bryan 

SIFF Says: In 1990, exploitation 
auteur James Bryan {Don’t Go 
in the Woods ) pulled out his video 
camera and made an utterly insane 
decapitation-fueled horror movie 
about a jungle hotel haunted by 
kill-crazy ghosts in loincloths. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat June 
3, 11:55 pm 

★ KAKEHASHI: A 
PORTRAIT OF CHEF 
NOBUO FUKUDA ★ 

EXES Japan, 2017, 46 min 
WORLD PREMIERE 

Dir. Andrew Gooi 

Think of it as Jiro dreams of some- 
thing entirely new: a story of a 
Japanese chef completely devoted 
to his craft of cuisine, but instead 
of the familiar sushi, this documen- 
tary follows chef Nobuo Fukuda 
as he works to bridge (the literal 
translation of the title) Japanese 
and American cuisine. While his 
journey from strict, traditional 
Japanese culture to freewheeling 
ski patroller and on to award-win- 
ning chef is the focus of the plot, 
the film’s real draw is watching 
Fukuda put together his complex, 
unique five-course meal at his Ari- 
zona restaurant. (NT) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 
29, 5 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Wed May 31, 4:45 pm 

KIRKLAND PERFORMANCE CENTER 

Fri June 2, 4:30 pm 

KALUSHI 

South Africa, 2016, 107 min 
Dir. Mandla Dube 


Since the end of apartheid in South 
Africa in 1994, there have been 
a number of films devoted to the 
struggle for freedom there. Hol- 
lywood produced some of these 
films ( Invictus , for example); oth- 
ers were produced by the British 
film industry (Skin, for example). 
Kalushi has the distinction of be- 
ing a South African film that gives 
the struggle-for-freedom genre a 
Hollywood treatment. Directed 
by Mandla Dube, Kalushi tells the 
story of Solomon Kalushi Mahlan- 
gu, a young black African who was 
revolutionized after being beaten 
and humiliated by a white African 
cop, traveled to Angola to learn 
the art of war, and upon his return 
to South Africa was arrested and 
tried as an enemy of the state. The 
film is ambitious and compresses a 
lot of historical information into big 
but fast-paced scenes. Do not watch 
Kalushi for historical accuracy; 
watch it because, like a good Hol- 
lywood film, it holds your attention 
from beginning to end. (CM) 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Wed June 7, 
6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 9, 
3:30 pm 

★ KATI KATI ★ 

Kenya, 2016, 75 min 
Dir. Mbithi Masya 

An amnesiac woman (Nyokabi 
Gethaiga) wakes up in a sparsely 
populated desert village, and 
the off-kilter elements just start 
stacking up from there. There’s 
the way that people keep disap- 
pearing, for one thing. No points 
will be given for guessing the 
big reveal, but Kenyan director 
Mbithi Masaya’s intriguing debut 
proves far more interested in what 
occurs between the twists, shift- 
ing between the mundane and 
supernatural with subtle, judi- 
cious ease. A sterling example of 
how to concoct a complete world 
on a micro-budget, with a mixture 
of creepiness and empathy that 
would do Rod Serling proud. (AW) 
ARK LODGE CINEMA Sun June 4, 

6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon June 
5, 9 pm 

KILLS ON WHEELS 

Hungary, 2016, 105 min 
Dir. Attila Till 

SIFF Says: Two physically dis- 
abled young men stumble into 
Budapest’s underbelly of gang- 
sters and gunfights after they 
become involved with a wheel- 
chair-bound hitman who seems to 
come straight out of a comic book 
in this inventive, action-packed 
coming-of-age fable. 

PACIFIC PLACE Tue June 6, 9:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 9, 
12:30 pm 

KING'S CHOICE 

Norway, 2016, 130 min 
Dir. Erik Poppe 

SIFF Says: This dramatic wartime 
epic, shortlisted for the 2017 Best 
Foreign Language Oscar®, is 
set over the course of three days 
in 1940, when the aging King of 
Norway is presented with an un- 
imaginable ultimatum from the 
German army: Surrender or die! 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Fri June 
9, 6:45 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
11, 12 pm 

KNIFE IN THE CLEAR 
WATER 

China, 2016, 93 min 
Dir. Xuebo Wang 

SIFF Says: The hauntingly beau- 
tiful fable of an elderly farmer in 
China’s primarily Muslim Ningxia 


province who finds that affection 
for his beloved bull makes it im- 
possible to sacrifice the animal in 
a religious ceremony — until the 
bull inexplicably stops eating. 
PACIFIC PLACE Fri June 9, 1:30 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Sat June 10, 7 pm 

LADY MACBETH 

United Kingdom, 2016, 89 min 

Dir. William Oldroyd 

SIFF Says: Based not on Shake- 
speare but on a classic Russian 
novel, this Gothic tale from up- 
and-coming director William 
Oldroyd takes place in rural 
England, where a young woman 
(Florence Pugh) is stifled by her 
loveless marriage to a bitter older 
man. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed June 
7, 4 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 
10, 9 pm 

LAKE BODOM 

Finland, 2016, 90 min 
Dir. Taneli Mustonen 

SIFF Says: Bringing exhilarat- 
ing new twists to the “Don’t go in 
the woods” genre, Lake Bodom is 
named after the campsite where 
four teenagers were murdered 
in 1960. Now, a group of modern 
teens return to the site to morbid- 
ly reconstruct the murder scenes, 
and find that history is gruesome- 
ly repeating itself. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 19, 
9:45 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

21, 9 pm 

★ THE LANDING ★ 

USA, 2016, 86 min 
Dir. Mark Dodson, David Dodson 

B ln an era when reality is 
defined by the pleasing lies 
of documentary filmmak- 
ing, the ability to seize that 
language to make fiction is a great 
artistic asset. The makers of this 
brilliantly speculative reconstruc- 
tion of the fateful Apollo 18 moon 
mission utterly nail every formal 
note of the here’s-what-happened 
school of talking-head storytelling, 
and then assemble those notes into 
a smart, dark, disconcerting con- 
certo on international conspiracy 
theory, big government cover-ups, 
and the eternal engine of jealousy. 
Like a NASA mission, every atom 
of this film had to be executed per- 
fectly, and all systems are go. (SN) 

KIRKLAND PERFORMANCE CENTER 

Sun June 4, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 9, 
9:15 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
1 1, 3:30 pm 

LANDLINE 

USA, 2017, 97 min 
Dir. Gillian Robespierre 

SIFF Says: The director and star of 
Obvious Child reunite for this up- 
roarious slice-of-life story about two 
sisters (Jenny Slate and breakout 
star Abby Quinn) in pre- cell-phone 
1990s Manhattan who discover that 
their father is having an affair, and 
conspire to expose him. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat June 
3, 5:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
4, 3 pm 

★ LANE 1974 ★ 

USA, 2017, 80 min 
Dir. SJ Chiro 

H This excellent debut fea- 
ture from Seattle-based 
filmmaker SJ Chiro tells 
the story of 13-year-old Lane and 
her siblings, who are being raised 
by their counterculture mother in 
1970s Northern California. The 
mother, Hallelujah {The L Word’s 
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Katherine Moennig), is the oppo- 
site of the helicopter parent: 
Putting her own drama and needs 
first, she lugs her three kids from 
one ill-advised situation to the 
next. She rejects the mores of es- 
tablished society, leaving the 
children desperately yearning for 
regular stuff: cheese, sugar, fash- 
ionable clothes, a nice house. The 
feeling of the era is well-reflected 
in the clothes, music, and bucolic 
locations. And young star Sophia 
Mitri Schloss has an appealing, 
serious presence — and as Lane, 
she shows the helplessness of 
watching her mother spiral their 
life out of control, unable to do 
anything to ground them. (GA) 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Fri June 
2, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 3, 
2:30 pm 

THE LAST ANIMALS 

EZEZa USA, 2017, 88 min 
Dir. Kate Brooks 

SIFF Says : With the value of their 
tusks and horns skyrocketing, Af- 
rican elephants and rhinoceroses 
have been slaughtered at unprec- 
edented levels. Photojournalist 
Kate Brooks’ scathing expose of 
the ivory trade reveals an animal- 
rights travesty as infuriating and 
eye-opening as that of Blackfish. 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 

27, 3 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

28, 6:30 pm 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Tue June 6, 
6:30 pm 

THE LAST FAMILY 

Poland, 2016, 123 min 
Dir. Jan P. Matuszyhski 

Even with Dawid Ogrodnik, so fine 
in the Oscar-winning Ida and SIFF 
favorite Life Feels Good, The Last 
Family is an enervating, if lovingly 
lit, docudrama that never finds a 
consistent tone. The action spans 
1977 to 2005 as the too-insular 
Beksinski family carries out their 
affairs from a Warsaw apartment 
complex. Dad is a surrealist painter 
(his favorite saying: “This make me 
wet”), the son (Ogrodnik in hyped- 
up mode) is a bipolar radio host, 
and the long-suffering mom puts 
up with them all. What follows: 28 
years of suicide attempts, terminal 
illnesses, and murder. Fun! (KF) 
LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Mon 
May 22, 9 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu May 

25, 9 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Thu June 1, 9 pm 

LEMON 

USA, 2017, 83 min 

Dir. Janicza Bravo 

I love dark, dry humor about 
self-involved people behaving 
badly — Lemon is not that. Isaac 
(Brett Gelman) is a drama teach- 
er who encourages his students 
to tear each other apart, while 
sucking up to his one successful 
student (Michael Cera, sporting a 
great hairdo). To further his own 
acting career, Isaac does ads for 
treatments for horrible medical 
conditions. He is depressed and 
disaffected and awkward, and any 
attempt he makes to relate to oth- 
er people is painful to watch. This 
isn’t really a comedy, unless you 
think bitter, annoying people being 
mean to each other is funny. (GA) 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Fri May 19, 
9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 20, 

1:30 pm 

★ A LIFE IN WAVES ★ 

EEHUSA, 2016, 75 min 
Dir. Brett Whitcomb 


The Stranger's SIFF NOTES 



Suzanne Ciani is a unique figure in 
electronic music: She straddled the 
worlds of highbrow experimenta- 
tion and high-pressure advertising 
(Coke, Atari) with astounding aes- 
thetic and commercial success 
when few women broke through in 
either field. Brett Whitcomb and 
Bradford Thomason’s documen- 
tary opens with the synth wizard 
demonstrating her gear on David 
Letterman’s TV show circa 1980. 
“Do the one where it sounds like the 
whole studio’s going to explode,” 
the host prods, and whoa, she does. 
The rest of the film evocatively re- 
veals Ciani’s artistic and personal 
triumphs and struggles. “I wanted 
technology to be sensual,” Ciani 
says, and she’s manifested that 
ideal sublimely for 50 years. (DS) 
LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Mon 
May 29, 1 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 30, 

8:30 pm 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Wed June 7, 
9:15 pm 

THE LITTLE HOURS 

USA, 2017, 90 min 
Dir. Jeff Baena 

SIFF Says: Aubrey Plaza, Alison 
Brie, and Kate Micucci star as 
a group of profane and emotion- 
ally unstable nuns all competing to 
seduce the convent’s virile new ser- 
vant (Dave Franco) in this bawdy, 
subversive comedy that turns the 
Middle Ages upside down. 

PACIFIC PLACE Sat May 21, 7 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 
28, 12:30 pm 

LIVES WITH FLAVOR 

EE Mexico, 2017, 52 min 

WORLD PREMIERE 

Dir. Pablo Gasca Gollas 

Ricardo Munoz Zurita surmises, 
partway through bringing the 
viewer on a culinary tour of Mexi- 
co’s traditional cuisine, that he can 
delve so deeply into the history of 
the foods and cooking of his beloved 
country because he is unmarried 
and childless. His loneliness is to 
everyone’s benefit as he guides the 
movie (and its error-riddled sub- 
titles) through a rainbow of moles, 
hot peppers, and forgotten ingredi- 
ents, telling his own story as a chef 
through the origins and traditions 
of Mexico’s various states and how 
they shaped both the country’s cui- 
sine and his own life. (NT) 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sat 
May 20, 3:30 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Tue May 23, 7 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Fri May 26, 2:30 pm 

LOVE AND DUTY 

China, 1931, 153 min 
Dir. Wancang Bu 

SIFF Says : Chinese silent film icon 
Ruan Lingyu, frequently called 
the Greta Garbo of Shanghai, 
stars in this newly restored edi- 
tion of one of the biggest films of 
early Chinese cinema, a decades- 
spanning romantic drama about 
a woman who pays dearly for 
following her heart. With live ac- 
companiment by Donald Sosin. 


SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue June 
6, 6 pm 

MA' ROSA 

Philippines, 2016, 110 min 
Dir. Brillante Mendoza 

A Filipino family supplements its 
meager convenience-store profits 
by dealing crystal meth. When the 
parents get snagged by some ge- 
nially corrupt cops, it’s up to their 
kids to figure out how to raise 
bail. Absorbing in its first half, 
especially when illustrating both 
just how nickel-and-dime this fam- 
ily business is and the funny/sad 
indifference of the local law. Unfor- 
tunately, the lack of any real tonal 
variance in its sleaze slows the sec- 
ond hour to a crawl. Atmospheric 
and certainly well-acted (lead 
Jaclyn Jose’s performance was a 
winner at Cannes), but the pulse is 
weak. (AW) 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Sun June 4, 

1 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon June 
5, 8:30 pm 

THE MAN 

Denmark, 2017, 94 min 
Dir. Charlotte Sieling 

SIFF Says: World-famous artist 
Simon is the king of the Danish 
art scene, but his confidence is 
shaken when long-lost son Caspar 
reappears and begins to eclipse 
his father in Charlotte Sieling’s 
stylish and heartfelt story of 
learning to look past the male ego 
and let love rule. 

MAJESTIC BAY Sun May 21, 8:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 23, 

4:30 pm 

KIRKLAND PERFORMANCE CENTER 

Sun June 4, 8:15 pm 

MANIFESTO 

Germany, 2017, 95 min 
Dir. Julian Rosefeldt 

SIFF Says: Cate Blanchett gives a 
tour-de-force performance as she 
transforms herself into 13 distinct 
characters for visual artist Julian 
Rosefeldt’s cheeky avant-garde 
exploration of modern art’s most 
timeless philosophical declarations. 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 
22, 9 pm 

SIFF FILM center Fri May 26, 

7:30 pm 

THE MARSEILLE 
TRILOGY: CESAR 

France, 1936, 141 min 
Dir. Marcel Pagnol 

The third film of this trilogy, 
which is based on a play by its 
director, Marcel Pagnol, was com- 
pleted three years before Europe 
was plunged into a second world 
war. While watching Cesar, I 
thought of Walter Benjamin’s es- 
say “Marseilles.” It was published 
in 1929 and contains a stunning 
description of a cathedral that is 
near the harbor and has the ap- 
pearance of a “gigantic railway 
station.” Benjamin writes: “This is 
Marseilles’ religion station. Sleep- 
ing cars to eternity depart from 
here at Mass times.” Because 


Cesar is about a dying man (the 
old man who married the fishmon- 
ger’s daughter in Fanny), I looked 
and looked for this fantastic cathe- 
dral but failed to find it. (CM) 
PACIFIC PLACE Mon May 29, 11 am 

THE MARSEILLE 
TRILOGY: FANNY 

France, 1932, 127 min 
Dir. Marc Allegret 

The second film of this trilogy, 
which is based on a play by the 
second-rate French playwright 
and filmmaker Marcel Pagnol, 
was made in 1932 and directed 
by Marc Allegret. This film has 
a little more edge than its prede- 
cessor, Marius, and moves much 
faster than its successor, Cesar, 
which was directed by Pagnol. 
At the center of its story is the 
daughter of a fishmonger, Fanny, 
who fucked a young bartender, 
Marius, and got pregnant. The 
bartender did not stick around to 
be the child’s father; he jumped 
on a ship and left the port city. 
Distressed, the fishmonger’s 
daughter marries a much older 
man who promises to love her and 
has the means to raise the bar- 
tender’s child. A year after this 
movie was made, Europe began its 
countdown to World War II. (CM) 
PACIFIC PLACE Sun May 28, 11 am 

THE MARSEILLE 
TRILOGY: MARIUS 

France, 1931, 127 min 
Dir. Alexander Korda 

This is the first and best film in 
a trilogy set in the French port 
city Marseille and based on a 
play by Marcel Pagnol. Because it 
was shot on location in 1931, and 
because the director strove for 
as much realism as possible, the 
film is more interesting as a docu- 
ment of its time and place than as 
a work of art. Indeed, the story, 
which is about a young working- 
class woman, Fanny, who doesn’t 
have much to do, and a young 
man, Marius, who works in a bar 
but dreams of becoming a sailor 
and traveling to exotic places, is 
a bit dull. What catches the eye 
are the things and happenings 
that have little or nothing to do 
with the plot: the bottles on the 
bar’s shelf, the way a dinner table 
is set, a ship’s rigging, the drunk- 
ard sleeping on the street in the 
middle of the afternoon, the three 
black men who walk past the bar. 
Where are these black men going? 
What are they doing in Marseille? 
Do they know each other? Are 
they happy? Do the white people 
of the port city hate them or stare 
at them with wonder? The black 
men are on the screen for two sec- 
onds. (CM) 

PACIFIC PLACE Sat May 27, 11 am 

★ MAURICE ★ 

United Kingdom, 1987, 140 min 
Dir. James Ivory 

Surely the most overlooked 
Merchant Ivory E.M. Forster 
adaptation, this tale of male love 
swooning at the tightly buttoned 
collar of starchy Edwardian re- 
pression is no less consummate 
a work of cinematic beauty than 
Howard’s End or A Room with 
a View — it’s just that the world 
may not have been quite ready in 
1987 for so detailed an exploration 
of what it costs people to live in a 
society that demands they conceal 
their nature. (SN) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Mon May 
22, 6:30 pm 

MAY GOD SAVE US 

Spain, 2016, 127 min 

Dir. Rodrigo Sorogoyen 


Set in gritty Madrid, May God 
Save Us follows the story of two 
homicide detectives looking for 
a serial killer who is raping and 
murdering elderly women. Alfaro 
is a renegade hothead, and his 
partner, Velarde, is an exacting, 
detail-oriented type. The film is a 
straight-ahead police procedural — 
the detectives go to crime scenes 
and look for clues, interview people, 
and try to get into the head of the 
killer. Not as gruesome as some 
films in the serial-killer genre, but 
it does contain disturbing scenes of 
violence against women. (GA) 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Mon May 29, 8 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun June 
4, 6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue June 
6, 3:30 pm 

MEATBALL MACHINE 
KODOKU 

Japan, 2017, 100 min 

Dir. Yoshihiro Nishimura 

SIFF Says: If you only see one 
utterly insane, blood-and-guts- 
soaked, action-packed Japanese 
cyberpunk comedy this year, 
make it the newest from Yoshihiro 
Nishimura ( Tokyo Gore Police ), in 
which the villainous Necro-borg 
turn unsuspecting humans into 
hyperviolent killing machines. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat May 

27, 11:55 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 

30, 9:45 pm 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Sat June 3, 
8:30 pm 

MELLOW MUD 

Latvia, 2016, 105 min 
Dir. Renars Vimba 

In Renars Vimba’s coming-of-age 
drama Mellow Mud, audiences 
get a sense of Latvia through the 
trees, the smoke, and yes, the mud 
that covers the main characters’ 
feet as they walk the unpaved road 
home. An unlucky pair of teen- 
age siblings, Raja (17) and Robis 
(younger), have their childhoods cut 
short by death, sex, and alcohol, but 
mostly by the fact that they have no 
one to care for them. The acting 
offers convincing reserve and oc- 
casional outbursts of emotion. Raja 
(Elina Vaska) is the star — a smart 
and beautiful young woman who, 
naturally, has the horrors of the 
world thrown at her. (JR) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

28, 5:30 pm 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Mon 

May 29, 3:15 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 
2, 1 pm 

MENASHE 

USA, 2017, 81 min 

Dir. Joshua Z Weinstein 

SIFF Says: This charming story 
of faith and parenthood is set in 
the heart of Brooklyn’s ultra-or- 
thodox Jewish community, where 
a kind, hapless grocery store clerk 
battling to keep custody of his son 
is given one week by the rabbi to 
prove his suitability as a father. 
PACIFIC PLACE Sun May 21, 6:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 
22, 3:30 pm 

THE MIDWIFE 

France, 2017, 117 min 
Dir. Martin Provost 

SIFF Says: Catherine Deneuve, in a 
performance that critics are hailing 
as among her best, is a free-spirited, 
life-loving woman at a crossroads 
who seeks out her ex-lover’s daugh- 
ter, a gifted yet painfully reserved 
midwife, in an effort to reconnect 
after 30 years away. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Fri May 19, 
4:15 pm 


SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 

20, 6 pm 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Tue 

May 30, 9 pm 

★ MOKA ★ 

France, 2016, 89 min 
Dir. Frederic Mermoud 

After escaping from a sanato- 
rium, a bereaved Swiss woman 
(Emmanuelle Devos) resumes 
her search for those responsible 
for an unsolved family tragedy. 
(The title refers to a particular 
shade of car paint.) When the 
trail leads her to a seemingly 
mundane couple residing on the 
gorgeous shores of Lake Geneva, 
the slow burn begins. Director 
Frederic Mermoud’s splendidly 
modulated cat-and-mouse story 
keeps upping the psychological 
stakes, aided by Devos’s tremu- 
lously feral central performance. 
Both gratifyingly dark and un- 
expectedly moving, with a last 
shot that hits like a ton of bricks. 
Patricia Highsmith would ap- 
prove, which says it all, really. 
(AW) 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Fri 

May 19, 6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 

20, 9 pm 

MR. LONG 

Japan, 2017, 129 min 
Dir. Sabu 

SIFF Says: Yojimbo meets Tam- 
popo in maverick director Sabu’s 
surprisingly tender modern fable 
about a taciturn sword-wielding 
hitman who hides out in a Japanese 
village, makes friends, and cooks 
surprisingly tasty noodles, until 
his past comes back to haunt him. 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Fri June 
2, 9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Thu June 
8, 9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat June 
10, 9:15 pm 

MY HAPPY FAMILY 

Georgia, 2017, 120 min 
Dir. Nana Ekvtimishvili, Simon Gross 

SIFF Says: This story of female 
freedom from filmmaking couple 
Nana & Simon (In Bloom), al- 
ready hailed by critics as one of 
the best films of the year, follows a 
middle-aged Georgian woman who 
leaves her shocked family without 
explanation in order to find her- 
self a quiet life. 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Tue 

May 30, 6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
4, 9 pm 

★ MY JOURNEY 
THROUGH FRENCH 
CINEMA* 

EH3 France, 2016, 190 min 
Dir. Bertrand Tavernier 

a For fans of Martin Scors- 
ese’s essays on the 
cinematic histories of both 
America and Italy comes this 
like-minded clipfest by longtime 
SIFF fave Bertrand Tavernier 
(best known for Round Midnight, 
Coup de Torchon, and L.627). 
Footage from an astonishing 
breadth of films from the 1930s to 
the early 1970s, archival inter- 
views with many of its greatest 
artists, and an overarching sense 
of personal thralldom to the form 
itself make this an absolute must- 
see for experts and newcomers 
alike. Bonus features: Investiga- 
tions of French national identity 
feel more urgent than ever AND 
it’s useful to recall that no matter 
how important the New Wave 
was/is, it was only one chapter in 
a story that can truly be called 
epic. (P.S. There is reportedly an 



24 May 17, 2017 THE STRANGER'S SIFF GUIDE 


Karate 101 

8 weeks for $99 
Start Anytime! 

Two months of Karate and practical 
self-defense training for women 



lUNIONl 


Hate Free Zone 

1426 S. Jackson • 206-325-3878 

FeministKarateUnion.org 


S TilM PTov/ N 
c o f + 5 € 




■R 
■ J 


iV 




Pi 


( a I J 


1j r ft w 



PflHffTEX www.paratex.com 


GOT BUGS 


Paratex Fumigation 

Mention lltf SfrQIttjC? For a 5% Discount 



_ eeling 

rench? 


From the Kitchens of Bruce & Sara Naftaly 




Amandine 

Bakeshop 


1424 11TH AVE | CHOPHOUSE ROW | CAPITOL HILL 
AMANDINESEATTLE.COM | MARMITESEATTLE.COM 



ranas© umiaGCB mu o sm 


ALKI BEACH: PHIHHEY fUDCEi 

262G Alki A**. SW « 206-933-7344 67il Cnwiwml Av*. N * 206-706-4689 

SOUTH LAKE UNION: 90t Folrv|«wAviN SttCEOO * 206-739-5996 

WW.ELCHURUABIU5IATTLLC0M 



The Stranger's SIFF NOTES 


11-hour version of this doc being 
shown on French TV, to which I 
say: Bring it on!) (SN) 

SIFF FILM CENTER Sat June 3, 3 pm 
SIFF FILM CENTER Fri June 9, 7 pm 

NAPPING PRINCESS 

Japan, 2017, 115 min 
Dir. Kenji Kamiyama 

SIFF Says: Masterful anime direc- 
tor Kenji Kamiyama’s (Jin-Roh: The 
Wolf Brigade) genre-bending ad- 
venture is set in the not-too-distant 
machine-driven future, in which 
a young woman is having strange 
dreams of warring machines, hint- 
ing at long-dormant family secrets. 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 
29, 12 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

31, 6:30 pm 

THE NET 

South Korea, 2016, 114 min 

Dir. Kim Ki-duk 

SIFF Says: A North Korean fish- 
erman adrift at sea finds himself 
in South Korean waters, where he 
is apprehended and suspected of 
being a spy, undergoing a fierce 
interrogation by an ambitious of- 
ficer. A politically charged drama 
from auteur Kim Ki-duk ( Pieta ). 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Mon May 
29, 11 am 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue June 
6, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
11,3 pm 

NEW CHEFS 
ON THE BLOCK 

EH3 USA, 2016, 96 min 
Dir. Dustin Harrison-Atlas 

SIFF Says: Two innovative young 
chefs from Washington, D.C., 
work hard to confront their chal- 
lenges and, above all, stay fresh as 
they chase their dreams to open a 
restaurant, with the camera cap- 
turing each step from the signing 
of the lease to opening night. 
LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Mon 
May 22, 6:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 

9, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 

10, 11:30 am 

NEWTON 

India, 2017, 105 min 

Dir. Amit Masurkar 

SIFF Says: This black comedy fol- 
lows a rookie government clerk 
in the conflict-ridden jungle of 
Central India who, despite apa- 
thetic local authorities and bushes 
teeming with guerrillas, is naively 
unfazed in his task to conduct free 
and fair voting during the Indian 
election of 2014. 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sun 
May 21, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

28, 8:30 pm 

THE NILE HILTON 
INCIDENT 

Sweden, 2017, 106 min 
Dir. Tarik Saleh 

SIFF Says: A rising young police de- 
tective in Cairo is assigned the case 
of a murdered singer that leads to 
the President’s inner circle in a riv- 
eting neo-noir. 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri May 19, 4 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 

23, 7 pm 

NO DRESS CODE 
REQUIRED 

EXEX3 Mexico, 2016, 92 min 
Dir. Cristina Herrera Borquez 

SIFF Says: A rallying cry for 
equality, this loving documentary 
follows Victor and Fernando, two 
respected stylists from the Baja 
California border town of Mexicali 
who became the center of a social 


firestorm from their simple desire 
to get married. 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sun 

May 21, 1 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

24, 9 pm 

NOCTURAMA 

France, 2016, 130 min 
Dir. Bertrand Bonello 

SIFF Says: A group of young, mul- 
tiracial radicals with no stated 
ideology stage a series of terror- 
ist attacks in Paris, then hide out 
for the night in a shopping center 
in this transgressive exploration 
of radical violence from Bertrand 
Bonello ( Saint Laurent). 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 
8, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 
10, 8:30 pm 

★ NOWHERE TO HIDE ★ 

[ 1 Norway, 2016, 85 min 
Dir. Zaradasht Ahmed 

There are some places in Iraq 
where you just don’t want to be. 
That’s at least how American 
soldiers understood it when they 
dubbed a region south of Bagh- 
dad the “Triangle of Death.” The 
sectarian violence, primarily tar- 
geted at civilians, was that bad. 
But when American forces pulled 
out of Iraq, Iraqi Norwegian 
filmmaker Zaradasht Ahmed 
decided to teach Nori Sharif, a 
nurse originally from the “Tri- 
angle of Death,” how to make a 
documentary. Sharif agreed to 
film his friends and neighbors. 
But Sharif’s story changes when 
he begins to see more plumes of 
black smoke from the Jalawla 
hospital where he works. Sharif 
and his family become the subject 
of the documentary as violence 
from ISIS and various militia 
groups creeps closer. The foot- 
age captured by Sharif is unlike 
any you’ve seen, and the question 
he keeps asking himself lingers: 
“I don’t understand this war,” he 
says. So who does? Who’s behind 
it? And why? People with differ- 
ent answers to these questions are 
still killing civilians caught in the 
middle of it all. (SB) 

SIFF FILM center Fri May 19, 9 pm 
SIFF FILM center Sat May 20, 

6:30 pm 

★ THE OATH ★ 

Iceland, 2016, 110 min 
Dir. Baltasar Kormakur 

After a sojourn in Hollywood, 
actor-director Baltasar Kor- 
makur returns to Reykjavik for 
this minor-key thriller. Finnur, a 
surgeon, has a beautiful wife and 
two beautiful daughters. After 
Anna (Hera Hilmar), the oldest 
child, takes up with sneering drug 
dealer Ottar, she drops out of col- 
lege. When it becomes clear that 
she’ll never leave the bastard, 
Finnur takes matters into his own 
hands by bribing and then kidnap- 
ping him. The title comes from the 
Hippocratic oath “do no harm,” 
but you best believe harm ensues 
as the dad becomes as much of a 
lawbreaker as the boyfriend. (KF) 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Thu June 

I, 9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun June 

II, 4 pm 

THE ODYSSEY 

France, 2016, 122 min 
Dir. Jerome Salle 

SIFF Says: Captain Jacques-Yves 
Cousteau revolutionized sea ex- 
ploration with his vessel Calypso , 
crew of free-spirited adventurers, 
and inventive ideas. Filled with 
spectacular underwater sequenc- 
es, this epic biopic explores the 


at-sea and at-home adventures of 
an iconic oceanographer. 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Fri May 26, 7:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 27, 

6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Mon May 

29, 4 pm 

ON THE ROAD 

United Kingdom, 2016, 112 min 

Dir. Michael Winterbottom 

SIFF Says: Filmmaker Michael 
Winterbottom (24 Hour Party 
People) travels with indie-rock 
band and Grammy nominees Wolf 
Alice throughout the UK. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Wed May 
31, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 2, 
3:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed June 
7, 7 pm 

ORIGINAL BLISS 

Germany, 2016, 102 min 
Dir. Sven Taddicken 

SIFF Says: Martina Gedeck ( The 
Lives of Others) stars as a despon- 
dent woman in a loveless marriage 
that seeks help from a celebrated 
pop-psychologist. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 26, 
12:30 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Sat May 27, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon June 
5, 6:30 pm 

THE ORNITHOLOGIST 

Portugal, 2016, 118 min 

Dir. Joao Pedro Rodrigues 

SIFF Says: With a subversive 
Pasolini-esque style, Joao Pedro 
Rodrigues’ mind-bending adven- 
ture treks along with a solitary 
ornithologist who, while search- 
ing for endangered black storks, 
is plunged into the eerie and dark 
forests of northern Portugal. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Wed May 
31, 9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon June 
5, 3 pm 

THE OSIRIS CHILD: 
SCIENCE FICTION 
VOLUME ONE 

Australia, 2016, 99 min 
Dir. Shane Abbess 

SIFF Says: In this rip-roaring 
throwback to the action-packed, 
world-building science fiction of 
the 1980s, a manmade horde of 
monstrous creatures terrorizes 
the planet, forcing an off-world 
military contractor to partner 
with a shady drifter to find and 
rescue his daughter. 

MAJESTIC BAY Wed May 24, 9:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 
29, 8:30 pm 

PARADISE 

Russia, 2016, 132 min 
Dir. Andrei Konchalovsky 

After an act of charity places a 
Russian noblewoman in a WWII 
concentration camp, she real- 
izes that one of the German 
officers looks more than a little 
familiar. Director Andrei Kon- 
chalovsky’s movie sure resembles 
a masterpiece, thanks to solid 
performances and some disturb- 
ingly gorgeous black-and-white 
cinematography. Unfortunately, 
the narrative can’t keep pace, 
diffusing the film’s virtues with 
awkward interview segments and 
an increasingly unsubtle explora- 
tion of its themes. If you’re ever 
puzzled about what the title means 
to the different characters, just 
wait a few minutes. (AW) 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sat 
May 27, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

31, 8:30 pm 
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★ THE PARIS OPERA ★ 

EHi France, 2016, 110 min 
Dir. Jean-Stephane Bron 

Jirnn What you must not do with 
this superb documentary 
WAJal about the workings and the 
ups and downs of one of the most 
prestigious cultural institutions in 
the world, Paris Opera, is compare it 
with Frederick Wiseman’s work. 
Wiseman’s documentaries are sim- 
ply exhaustive. They are not 
beautiful and have very little or no 
poetry in them. This documentary 
by Jean-Stephane Bron, a Swiss di- 
rector, has the pace, the editing, the 
appearance, and the mood of a big- 
production drama. A young man 
from the Russian sticks auditions 
and, to his surprise, is hired by the 
opera. He hardly speaks any 
French, and now he is at the center 
of this civilization and this institution 
(which has a view of the Eiffel Tower, 
the business district, the gray and 
black rooftops of the great old me- 
tropolis). There are certain 
sequences in this doc that will lift 
your spirits up to the highest states 
of feeling that this art can reach. 
(CM) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 
3, 3 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon June 
5, 6:45 pm 

PARIS PRESTIGE 

France, 2016, 106 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 
Dir. Hame Bourokba, Ekoue 

SIFF Says: With a pulsing 
soundtrack and neon-drenched 
visuals, musicians-turned-film- 
makers Hame and Ekoue dive into 
Paris’s vibrant nightlife scene. 

KIRKLAND PERFORMANCE CENTER 

Fri June 2, 8:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Wed June 7, 9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 
9, 12 pm 

PATTI CAKE$ 

USA, 2017, 108 min 
Dir. Gere my Jasper 

SIFF Says: Newcomer Danielle 
Macdonald gives a star-making per- 
formance as a big girl with big talent 
who fights her way through the strip 
malls and strip clubs of New Jersey. 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 
1, 6:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri June 2, 4:15 pm 

★ PAVLENSKY - MAN 

AND MIGHT ★ 

EX33 Germany, 2016, 99 min 

NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Irene Langemann 

B Peer into the mind and mo- 
tives of Petr Pavlensky, a 
Russian dissident artist best 
known for nailing his scrotum to the 
pavement in the middle of Red 
Square (yes, they do show it, but only 
for a wince -inducing few seconds). 
The documentary follows Pavlen- 
sky’s various “actions” as well as his 
dramatic home life — combining sil- 
houetted, animated re-creations of 
court testimony and sweeping 
cityscapes paired with an ominously 
tinged score. The result? A riveting 
(pardon the pun), nuanced depiction 
of using self-violence as an apparatus 
of declaring absolute artistic free- 
dom in the face of authoritarian state 
power. (AC) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon June 
5, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue June 
6, 3 pm 

PENDULAR 

Brazil, 2017, 105 min 
Dir. Julia Murat 

SIFF Says: Visual art and dance 
merge in Julia Murat’s graceful 
and tender exploration of intimacy 
that follows a male sculptor and a 


female dancer who split their emp- 
ty loft with a strip of orange tape, 
a divide which changes the nature 
of their relationship. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

21, 2 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

28, 9 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 

29, 2 pm 

PERSON TO PERSON 

USA, 2017, 84 min 
Dir. Dustin Guy Defa 

SIFFSays: Over the course of a sin- 
gle day, a variety of eccentric New 
Yorkers experience everything from 
ordinary problems to existential di- 
lemmas in this wry, urbane comedy 
with a sprawling cast that includes 
Michael Cera, Philip Baker Hall, 
and Abbi Jacobson ( Broad City). 
PACIFIC PLACE Sun May 28, 9:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 30, 
3:30 pm 

★ POW wow ★ 

USA, 2016, 75 min 
Dir. Robinson Devor 

■ Fourteen brief chapters 
about the life and times of 
selected residents of the 
Coachella Valley, ranging from his- 
tory-minded lifers to recently 
retired transplants. (Also, Shecky 
Greene!) The latest from Robinson 
Devor ( Police Beat , Zoo) is gratify- 
ingly, absorbingly odd, stocked with 
a cast of real characters who are all 
effortlessly off-kilter. (“What would 
my life be like if I died?” is just one 
of the wobbly, near-gnostic sayings 
on display.) Hypnotic viewing, with 
an eerily majestic use of drone shots 
and the goddamndest helicopter 
you’ll ever see. (AW) 

PACIFIC PLACE Mon May 29, 7 pm 
ARK LODGE CINEMA Mon June 5, 
6:30 pm 

PROM KING, 2010 

USA, 2017, 102 min 

Dir. Christopher Schaap 

The only thing that college fresh- 
man Charlie wants is a boyfriend. 
So for 90 minutes, viewers of Prom 
King get to watch him seek just 
that. We get countless reitera- 
tions of the same cycle — he meets 
a man, falls hard, gets rejected — 
with varying settings and degrees 
of intimacy each time. Otherwise, 
this movie doesn’t move: The 
stakes stay low, the dialogue is 
choppy throughout, and the char- 
acters remain the same. Come for 
some homage shots of Woody Al- 
len’s Manhattan and dashes of raw 
awkwardness, but little else. (JF) 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Fri May 
26, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

28, 2:30 pm 

PUGET SOUNDTRACK 
PRESENTS PROM QUEEN 

90 min 

SIFF Says: The dark-surf, girl- 
group noir sounds of Seattle’s Prom 
Queen meet some of our favorite vi- 
suals from the catalogue of beloved 
exploitation film archivists Some- 
thing Weird video, creating a unique 


new experience of B -movie indul- 
gence. Co-presented by Northwest 
Film Forum’s Puget Soundtrack 
series and Capitol Hill Block Party. 
TRIPLE DOOR Thu June 1, 7 pm 

★ PYROMANIAC ★ 

Norway, 2016, 96 min 
Dir. Erik Skjoldbjaerg 

A small Norwegian town is 
plagued by a series of mysterious 
fires. In possibly related news, 
the fire chief’s teenage son (Trond 
Hjort Nilssen) sure seems to know 
exactly where to go whenever the 
sirens start ringing. Director Erik 
Skjoldbjaerg (the original Insom- 
nia) dispenses with the whodunit 
quickly, in favor of steadily worm- 
ing his way deeper into the head of 
the discomfitingly serene central 
character. The film hits the creepy 
spot early and often, with a tangi- 
ble sense of the growing toll on the 
community and some disturbingly 
gorgeous flames. (AW) 

MAJESTIC BAY Sat May 20, 1 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 
22, 6 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Wed May 31, 6:30 pm 

QUEST 

EH3 USA, 2017, 98 min 

Dir. Jonathan Olshefski 

SIFF Says: The 10-year journey 
of a “progressive and proud” 
African-American working-class 
family in North Philadelphia illu- 
minates issues of race and class in 
Jonathan Olshefski’s outstanding 
documentary, a testament to love, 
healing, and hope. 

SIFF cinema UPTOWN Fri June 9, 
8:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
11, 11:30 am 

★ QUIT STARING 
AT MY PLATE ★ 

Croatia, 2016, 105 min 
U.S. PREMIERE 
Dir. Hana Jusic 

Marijana is a serious person; her 
life has been buttoned-up under her 
very strict, controlling father. She 
lives in a small apartment with her 
family, gives her paychecks to her 
family, and hangs out with her fam- 
ily. When her dad has a stroke and 
becomes incapacitated, Marijana 
starts experimenting with new 
things: friends, going out, drinking, 
men. It seems she can’t decide if she 
wants to be responsible or go com- 
pletely off the rails. Mia Petricevic, 
who plays Marijana, has a great 
face, and the film gives an interest- 
ing look at life in Croatia. (GA) 
PACIFIC PLACE Sat May 27, 9:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 
30, 9 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 
1, 3:30 pm 

★ THE REAGAN 
SHOW ★ 

EEZ3 USA, 2017, 75 min 
Dir. Pacho Velez, Sierra Pettengill 

a There is no narrator in this 
documentary, no talking 
heads, no experts, no di- 
rect analysis. The entire thing 
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consists of archival footage from 
network news and the machinery 
that manufactured the images of 
America’s 40th president. Ronald 
Reagan and his team changed the 
whole game of American politics by 
transforming the White House into 
a movie studio. These men under- 
stood that he wasn’t a president, 
but playing one in Hollywood. 
Without this understanding (make 
everything a movie), the new con- 
servatives (or neoliberals) would 
not have finally and effectively de- 
feated that five-decade truce 
between workers and capitalism 
called the New Deal. The Reagan 
revolution was indeed televised. 
The documentary also makes it 
clear that Donald Trump is a rank 
amateur and completely lacks Rea- 
gan’s art and discipline. (CM) 

SIFF cinema UPTOWN Fri June 2, 
8:45 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat June 
3, 2:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed June 
7, 4:30 pm 

★ REVOLTING 
RHYMES ★ 

United Kingdom, 2016, 58 min 
Dir. Jakob Schuh, Jan Lachauer 

The thing about fairy tales is that 
they were never meant for chil- 
dren. They were filthy, violent 
stories adults traded back and 
forth after the third beer at the 
bar. Revolting Rhymes returns 
the fairy tale to its darker origins, 
and successfully so. A trickster 
wolf serves as this animated film’s 
primary storyteller. He tells the 
PG-13 version of the tales, bril- 
liantly mixing and matching 
characters from other stories 
as he goes along. Pretty, funny, 
extremely British, and sophisti- 
catedly feminist. (RS) 

PACIFIC PLACE Sat June 3, 11 am 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat June 
10, 11 am 

ROBERTO BOLLE - 
THE ART OF DANCE 

EES Italy, 2016, 105 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Francesca Pedroni 

SIFF Says: Go on tour with one of 
the premier male ballet dancers 
in the world and his hand-picked 
troupe as they perform in three 
magnificent ancient Italian am- 
phitheaters: Pompeii’s Teatro 
Grande, the Verona Arena, and 
Rome’s Theatre of the Baths of 
Caracalla. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun May 

28, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 

29, 3 pm 

★ ROCKETMEN ★ 

USA, 2017, 67 min 
WORLD PREMIERE 

Dir. Webster Crowell 

This locally produced serial by 
Stranger Genius Award winner 
Webster Crowell has been in the 
works for a few years, and it shows. 
Handcrafted animation and excel- 
lent comedy (courtesy of a retinue 
of Seattle’s finest stage and screen 
actors, including Alycia Delmore, 
Basil Harris, Evan Mosher, Chris- 
topher Dietz, Sara Coates, and 
about 923 others) combine with 
unmistakable narrative ambition. 
One unforeseen side note: Seattle 
has already visibly changed in the 
time since Rocketmen was shot, 
making its retrofuturist aesthetic 
all the more meaningful. (SN) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Thu May 
25, 7 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Sun May 28, 3:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon June 
5, 4 pm 


★ RUMBLE: THE 
INDIANS WHO ROCKED 
THE WORLD ★ 

EZEX3 Canada, 2017, 103 min 
Dir. Catherine Bainbridge 

a Catherine Bainbridge’s im- 
portant documentary 
traces the impact that Na- 
tive American musicians have 
made on blues, rock, jazz, hiphop, 
and heavy metal. Using Link 
Wray’s menacing 1958 instrumen- 
tal “Rumble” as its anchor (akin to 
Do the Right Thing's, use of Public 
Enemy’s “Fight the Power”), 
Bainbridge relates stories of sev- 
eral influential, distinctive 
performers, including the Band’s 
Robbie Robertson, activist folkie 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, Mildred Bai- 
ley, Charley Patton, and a cat 
named Jimi Hendrix. Rumble as- 
serts the primacy and resiliency of 
Native culture despite the govern- 
ment’s concerted efforts to 
suppress and erase it. (DS) 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE Fri May 
26, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 27, 

11:30 am 

SAMI BLOOD 

Sweden, 2016, 110 min 
Dir. Amanda Kernel! 

SIFF Says: A coming-of-age drama 
set in 1930s Sweden, Sami Blood 
is the prejudiced term used to de- 
scribe an indigenous girl, played 
by poised newcomer Lene Ceci- 
lia Sparrok, who attends a state 
school that pressures her to break 
ties with her family and culture. 
MAJESTIC BAY Wed May 24, 4:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 
31, 7 pm 

SANTA & ANDRES 

Cuba, 2016, 105 min 
Dir. Carlos Lechuga 

SIFF Says: This political odd-couple 
story set in 1980s Cuba introduces a 
dissident homosexual novelist and 
the local woman assigned by the 
government to monitor his house 
arrest, who slowly come to discover 
that they have more in common 
than expected. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 
10, 8 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
11, 2:30pm 

SAY YOU WILL 

USA, 2017, 97 min 
WORLD PREMIERE 
Dir. Nick Nave da 

A teenage boy in high school, with- 
out a girlfriend, without friends 
he trusts, struggles to deal with 
his father’s recent suicide. One 
night, he happens to start talking 
to one of the most beautiful girls 
in school, and they end up work- 
ing together at a video store. But 
the real story turns out to center 
on his mother, who is devastated 
by the death of her husband and 
by her son’s attempts to make 
things right. Can music or art 
make anything better? Tough to 
say. The film’s attempts at humor 
don’t manage to lighten its gloom, 
although it contains notes of grace 
and human understanding. (CF) 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 
8, 9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 
9, 1 pm 

SEARCHERS 

Canada, 2016, 94 min 
Dir. Zacharias Kunuk, Natar Ungalaaq 

SIFF Says: Inuk filmmaker Zach- 
arias Kunuk ( Atanarjuat : The 
Fast Runner) returns with an 
indigenous update to John Ford’s 
The Searchers, in which a hunter 
in the tundra of the Canadian 
Arctic pursues the marauders who 


have kidnapped his family. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

28, 3 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Mon May 

29, 1:30 pm 

SHE'S THE BOSS 

Vietnam, 2017, 114 min 
Dir. Ham Tran 

SIFFSays .'After an office manager 
and a junior employee break a car- 
dinal rule prohibiting intr a- office 
romance, they comically try to sab- 
otage one another into leaving their 
job in this unhinged, endearing, 
slapstick romance from Vietnam. 
LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Fri 
May 26, 9 pm 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Sat June 3, 

6 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Wed June 7, 7 pm 

SMALL TOWN KILLERS 

Denmark, 2017, 90 min 

U.S. PREMIERE 

Dir. Ole Borndal 

SIFF Says: Danish stars Nicolas 
Bro and Ulrich Thomsen, last 
seen together in Adam’s Apples, 
star in a darkly comic, gleefully 
inappropriate comedy about two 
best friends who hire a Russian 
hitman to kill their wives, only to 
find the tables turned and them- 
selves on top of the kill list. 
MAJESTIC BAY Sat May 20, 8:30 
pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Thu May 

25, 9 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

31, 4:30 pm 

★ THE SMUGGLER AND 
HER CHARGES ★ 

France, 2016, 81 min 

NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Michael Prazan 

A story of one of the 50,000 “hid- 
den children” who survived the 
Holocaust turns more complicated 
than you expect in its second act. 
Told by the son of its subject, the 
documentary is part personal 
narrative and part historical inves- 
tigation as the filmmaker, Michael 
Prazan, discovers that the story 
his father always told him about 
the woman who smuggled him into 
the safe zone wasn’t as simple as 
he believed and that the woman — 
“the smuggler” — paid a price for 
her bravery he’d never known. If 
you’re sick of every Twitter ac- 
count and corporation branding 
itself as part of “The Resistance,” 
watch this for a powerful reminder 
of what fighting tyranny really 
means. (HG) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 

23, 6 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri May 26, 12 pm 

SOLITAIRE 

Lebanon, 2016, 92 min 
Dir. Sophie Boutros 

Ghada loves Samer, and Samer 
loves Ghada. Wedding bells are in 
the air. The only problem is Ghada 
is Lebanese and Samer is Syrian, 
and a Syrian bomb blew Ghada’s 
uncle to pieces. She’s not blaming 
every Syrian for the tragedy, but 
her mother is. The Lebanese ma- 
triarch conspires with her dead 
brother via a magical talking 
photograph to disrupt the union, 
and a jealous ex-beau helps out. 
The acting is a little cheesy, and 
the pacing is slow, but the story is 
cute and the tensions between the 
groom’s and the bride’s families 
are appropriately cringe -inducing. 
Recommended for viewers with fa- 
milial roots in the Levant, and for 
lovers of dusty rose-gold cinema- 
tography. (RS) 

PACIFIC PLACE Sun May 21, 8:45 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 23, 

3:30 pm 
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THE SONG OF COTTON 

China, 2016, 90 min 

U.S. PREMIERE 

Dir. Yuancheng Zhu 

SIFF Says: After accepting a job 
as a full-time caretaker for an 
ex-boxer who suffers from senile 
dementia, a young woman devel- 
ops a close bond with her patient. 
A heartfelt drama based on a short 
story by National Book Award-win- 
ning author Ha Jin. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed June 
7, 8:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri June 9, 11 am 

★ SOUL ON A STRING ★ 

China, 2016, 142 min 
Dir. Yang Zhang 

After being struck by lightning, 
a Tibetan outlaw finds himself on 
a sacred quest to deliver a magic 
stone. The holiness of his mission 
doesn’t seem to matter much to 
the vengeful killers already on 
his trail, however. Zhang Yang’s 
follow-up to last year’s amazing 
SIFF entry Paths of the Soul is a 
thoroughly gorgeous, intriguingly 
metaphysical take on the western. 
While the narrative does take a 
little while to crank up, any sense 
of pokiness ultimately pales next 
to the nearly ridiculous beauty of 
the images. It feels like you could 
scrape the colors off of the screen. 
(AW) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 
2, 12 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
4, 5:30 pm 

STEP 

EXES USA, 2017, 82 min 

Dir. Amanda Lipitz 

■ Recall Hoop Dreams, the 
1994 documentary about 
two black American teen- 
agers who dream of becoming 
pro-ballers and making millions. 
Step is not like that. Though hav- 
ing the same urban and class 
setting as Hoop Dreams (this time 
Baltimore and not Chicago), these 
black American teenagers are not 
dreaming of fame or riches. There 
are no such illusions for them. 
Their goals are more realistic: 
graduate from high school, get 
into college, obtain a degree, and 
secure stable employment. As for 
step dancing (which is not really at 
the center of the documentary), it 
provides pleasure, discipline, and 
a way to discharge a lot of inner- 
city pressure. Life for these young 
women is not easy at home or in 
the classroom. Sometimes there’s 
no food in the fridge; other times, 
homelessness is one unpaid bill 
away. The documentary is 
straightforward and powerful. 
(CM) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

21, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 

22, 4 pm 

STRUGGLE FOR LIFE 

Belgium, 2016, 99 min 
Dir. Antonin Peretjatko 

A hapless government intern gets 
sent to the jungles of French Gui- 
ana to oversee the development of 
a ski resort. Things soon become 
incredibly, aggressively goofy, to 
a degree that might make Jerry 
Lewis reach for the white flag. 
This shamelessly relentless farce 
can’t even wait for the studio logos 
to finish before going for broke, 
racking up a staggering number 
of comedic misses and hits. (A ran- 
dom shot of a lizard at an airport 
somehow made me laugh harder 
than anything since November.) 
Prepare to alternate between 
holding your sides and clutching 
your head in your hands. (AW) 


SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 19, 

6:30 pm 

MAJESTIC BAY Sat May 20, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 

22, 4:30 pm 

SUFFERING OF NINKO 

Japan, 201 6, 70 min 
U.S. PREMIERE 
Dir. Norihiro Niwatsukino 

SIFF Says: This erotic fantasy set 
in Japan’s Edo period introduces 
a sexually irresistible Buddhist 
monk struggling to stay virtu- 
ous as he begins to have strange 
carnal dreams, cleverly depicted 
with flashes of dazzling animation 
and in one case, a show-stopping 
update of Ravel’s Bolero. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Tue May 

23, 9:30 pm 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sat 

May 27, 9 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Mon May 

29, 9:30 pm 

★ SUSANNE BARTSCH: 
ON TOP ★ 

□ USA, 2017, 84 min 

U.S. PREMIERE 

Dir. Anthony Caronna, Alexander Smith 

This documentary traces the in- 
fluence that cultural icon Susanne 
Bartsch had on youth, nightlife, 
and New York City. Personalities 
of the party scene, including Aman- 
da LePore and RuPaul, speak 
to Bartsch’s influence. As do 
Bartsch’s husband, gym owner Da- 
vid Barton, and her son, who help 
to reveal Bartsch for who she is 
when the lashes come off. The film 
also shines a spotlight on the AIDS 
epidemic, queer communities of the 
1980s, and queer communities to- 
day. Come for the campy costumes, 
stay for the hypnotic montage of 
Bartsch, New York, and inclusive 
fun. (JF) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Thu June 

8, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Fri June 

9, 4:30 pm 

SWALLOWS AND 
AMAZONS 

United Kingdom, 2016, 96 min 
Dir. Philippa Lowthorpe 

SIFF Says: Based on the en- 
chanting children’s book, this 
heartwarming adventure intro- 
duces two groups of children 
camping on an island in the middle 
of England’s picturesque Lake Dis- 
trict who go from foes to friends in 
order to foil some skullduggerous 
spies. 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sun 

May 28, 1 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
4, 12 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sun June 11, 11 am 

TAKE EVERY WAVE: 
THE LIFE OF LAIRD 
HAMILTON 

EX23 USA, 2017, 117 min 
Dir. Rory Kennedy 

Whether or not you’re a fan of the 
form, 2004’s Riding Giants was 
a quantum leap forward for the 
surfing documentary, and Laird 
Hamilton was one of the chief rea- 
sons why. His formal innovations 
and laid-back screen presence 
made him an obvious, instant star, 
even to those of us who could not 
care less about sports of any kind. 
You see a human being ride waves 
like Hamilton did and you doff 
your cap. A full-length doc about 
Hamilton’s life was practically in- 
evitable. (SN) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 

30, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

31, 3:15 pm 

KIRKLAND PERFORMANCE CENTER 

Sat June 3, 3:15 pm 



★ TASTE OF CHERRY ★ 

Iran, 1997, 95 min 
Dir. Abbas Kiarostami 

a The well-to-do, middle- 
aged Tehranian man has 
the saddest face ever, as he 
drives a Land Rover around the 
dusty city, looking for someone to 
bury him after he kills himself. 
This is the whole story. He offers a 
lift to a stranger, talks with them 
for a little bit, and then asks them 
to do this awful task (for money) 
after he puts a bullet in his head. 
He has already dug the hole, so the 
job will be pretty easy. All that 
needs to be done is to roll his 
corpse into the hole and cover it 
with dirt. The film enters the zone 
of existential philosophy when one 
stranger finally accepts the offer 
(he badly needs the money). It is 
not an exaggeration to say that this 
is one of the greatest Iranian films 
ever made, and its director, Abbas 
Kiarostami, who passed away last 
year, played a leading role in devel- 
oping the program, tone, and mode 
of this country’s distinctive cine- 
ma. (CM) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 
10, 4 pm 


TEA PETS 

China, 2017, 98 min 

WORLD PREMIERE 

Dir. Gary Wang 

SIFF Says: Popping off the screen 
with vivacious colors and beauti- 
fully composed action sequences, a 
group of tea pets — cute clay figu- 
rines that are good-luck charms for 
tea drinkers — embark on a magical 
animated adventure to find a fabled 
mystic. 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sat 

May 20, 1 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

21, 11:30 am 

KIRKLAND PERFORMANCE CENTER 

Sun June 4, 1 pm 

TERROR 5 

Argentina, 2016, 79 min 
Dir. Frederico Rotstein, Sebastian 
Rotstein 

This gritty Argentinian film is a 
sampler platter of horror subgenres 
that covers lots of ground but never 
goes deeper. If you’re a horror fan, 
there’s nothing new for you here. As 
Bill Hader’s Stefon would say, “This 
place has everything: torture porn, 
horny teenagers, guys in gimp 
masks, zombies, snuff, that thing 
where the quiet guy in the corner 
gets bullied until he loses his mind 
and stabs someone in the throat...” 
It’s not so much scary as vaguely 
disconcerting and utterly predict- 
able. (TL) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun May 

28, 9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 
1, 9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed June 
7, 9:30 pm 

★ THIS IS OUR LAND ★ 

France, 201 6, 1 14 min 

Dir. Lucas Belvaux 

This Is Our Land is about a sweet, 
simple French nurse named Pau- 
line. With a little nudging, she 
becomes convinced to run for 
mayor under the wing of a politi- 
cal leader that in both looks and 
politics imitates Marine Le Pen. 
The politicians/manipulators are 
“centrists” who “care about the 
French people.” At first, Pauline 
claims to be left-wing, but smiles 
her way through hateful conversa- 
tions. The paranoid self-interest 
that defines her new party is easy 
to swallow because Arab groceries 
have stayed open while her favorite 
shops have closed. Director Lucas 
Belvaux captures the fear that 
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sustains far-right politics, the way- 
conservatives feel “persecuted,” 
the transformative effects of power, 
and how populist movements can 
embolden milquetoast people to 
the point of vocal bigotry. But the 
dramatic violence mutes the effects 
of policy. Hatred can snowball into 
bloody terror, but politicians don’t 
need skinheads with clubs to de- 
stroy lives. (JR) 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Mon May 29, 3:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Tue June 
6, 9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun June 
11, 1:30 pm 

THOSE REDHEADS FROM 
SEATTLE IN 3-D 

USA, 1953, 90 min 
Dir. Lewis Foster 

SIFF Says: Fully restored to its 
original glory — practically unseen 
since its 1953 premiere at Seattle’s 
Paramount Theatre — this riotous 
Gold Rush musical stars Agnes 
Moorhead as the matriarch of a 
group of burlesque performers. 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN The May 23, 
6:30 pm 

THOSE SHOCKING 
SHAKING DAYS 

Austria, 2016, 88 min 

NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Selma Doborac 

SIFF Says: Experimental film- 
maker Selma Doborac presents a 
radical and uncompromising essay 
on the impossibility of depicting the 
atrocities of war through insightful 
subtitles and meditative footage of 
abandoned structures that belong 
to the present as well as to the past. 
SIFF FILM center Fri June 2, 7 pm 
SIFF FILM CENTER Sat June 3, 9 pm 

THOSE WHO REMAIN 

EH3 Lebanon, 2016, 95 min 

NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Eliane Raheb 

SIFF Says: A 60-year-old Chris- 
tian farmer struggles to hold onto 
the land he has tilled for decades 
despite mounting tensions in 
Lebanon’s picturesque Akkar Dis- 
trict, a microcosm of the country’s 
various religious factions and the 
repercussions of the Syrian crisis. 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 
1, 6 pm 

SIFF cinema UPTOWN Fri June 2, 
12:30 pm 


TIME TRAP 

USA, 2017, 90 min 

WORLD PREMIERE 

Dir. Ben Foster, Mark Dennis 

SIFF Says: A group of students 
become trapped inside a mysteri- 
ous underground cave that is the 
gateway to a rift in the space-time 
continuum, causing thousands 
of years to pass on the Earth’s 
surface in this inventive and en- 
thralling science -fiction adventure. 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 
19, 9 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sat May 20, 4 pm 
SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Tue May 30, 6:30 pm 

TOM OF FINLAND 

Finland, 201 7, 115 min 
Dir. Dome Karukoski 

SIFF Says: A captivating biopic 
of artist Touko Laaksonen, aka 
Tom of Finland, one of the most 
influential gay artists of the 20th 
century, whose trailblazing homo- 
erotic illustrations were created 
while homosexuality in his coun- 
try was illegal. Winner of the 
FIPRESCI prize at the Gothen- 
burg Film Festival. 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri May 26, 9:30 pm 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat May 
27, 1 pm 


The Stranger's SIFF NOTES 


THE TRIP TO SPAIN 

United Kingdom, 2017, 115 min 

Dir. Michael Winterbottom 

SIFF Says: The team of Steve 
Coogan, Rob Brydon, and direc- 
tor Michael Winterbottom embark 
on another hilarious culinary road 
trip, taking their appetites to the 
finest dining regions of pictur- 
esque Spain, trading impressions 
and banter over paella, gazpacho, 
and lots of wine. 

PACIFIC PLACE Sat May 20, 7 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 
21, 11 am 

TROUBLE 

USA, 2017, 90 min 

WORLD PREMIERE 

Dir. Theresa Rebeck 

SIFF Says: Anjelica Huston and 
Bill Pullman star as a feuding 
brother and sister and David Morse 
is an old friend caught in the mid- 
dle in this dramatic comedy from 
writer/director Theresa Rebeck, 
creator of the hit TV series Smash. 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Wed June 

7, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 

8, 4 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sat June 10, 4 pm 

THE TRUTH ABOUT 
LOVE IS... 

Italy, 2016, 92 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Max Croci 

SIFF Says: Based on the comedic 
memoirs of a divorced mom, this 
lighthearted slice-of-life tale in- 
troduces headstrong Dora, whose 
crumbling marriage leaves her 
to raise her two children with 
the help of her eccentric family, 
free-spirited best friend, and a 
charming poet-turned-nanny. 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Sun May 28, 8 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 
3, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon June 
5, 3:30 pm 

THE TURKISH WAY 

Spain, 2016, 120 min 
Dir. Luis Gonzalez 

El Celler de Can Roca is rarely 
mentioned without being followed 
by “one of the best restaurants in 
the world,” and this film follows the 
three brothers who helm it as they 
explore Turkey in search of culinary 
inspiration. It offers insight into the 
way great chefs process informa- 
tion into dishes and delves into some 
of the factors that led to Spain’s 
restaurant revival — and discusses 
how Turkey could follow — against 
the backdrop of Turkey’s sprawling 
landscapes, bustling markets, and 
best restaurants. (NT) 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri June 2, 1:30 pm 
KIRKLAND PERFORMANCE CENTER 
Sat June 3, 6 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 
10, 5 pm 

★ TWO IRENES ★ 

Brazil, 201 7, 89 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 

Dir. Fabio Meira 

Thirteen-year-old Irene finds out 
her father has a secret second fam- 
ily living in another neighborhood, 
with another daughter her same 
age named Irene! Without reveal- 
ing her identity, she befriends the 
other girl. She starts hanging out 
with the mother and daughter in the 
other house, which has a much more 
easygoing and fun-loving atmo- 
sphere. There is a timeless quality 
to the film, with no tech gadgets 
in sight, and the teenagers loosely 
spending their time hanging out. 
Ultimately, the story makes great 
use of the tension around who will 
find out what and when. (GA) 


LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Thu 

May 25, 9 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 

30, 6 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

31, 4 pm 

THE UNKNOWN GIRL 

Belgium, 2016, 113 min 
Dir. Jean Pierre Dardenne, Luc 
Dardenne 

SIFF Says: The award-winning 
Dardenne brothers’ ( Two Days One 
Night, The Kid With a Bike ) latest 
sensitive realist drama focuses on 
a young doctor who inadvertently 
contributes to the death of an un- 
identified prostitute, sending her 
on a quest to discover the woman’s 
true identity. 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri May 19, 9:30 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Sun May 21, 11 am 

★ VAMPIRE CLEANUP 
DEPARTMENT ★ 

Hong Kong, 2017, 94 min 

U.S. PREMIERE 

Dir. Pak Wing Van, Sin Hang Chiu 

Super campy, Vampire Cleanup De- 
partment proudly wears its B -movie 
status on its sleeve. Rung fu fight- 
ing with brooms, gory vampires, 
and cheesy special effects abound 
in this vampire romance. The story 
centers on the coming of age of 
a young, naive man Tim Cheung 
(Babyjohn Choi), as he learns to be- 
come a vampire slayer. His ragtag 
army includes his grumpy uncle, 
Chau (Chin Siu-ho), who becomes 
his sifu, but the central narrative 
is his budding romance with a rare 
“human vampire” that he meets and 
keeps hidden in his apartment. Her 
name is Summer (Lin Min-chen). 
Of course, she is pretty and sweet, 
and he can’t bring himself to kill 
her, so he teaches her how to eat and 
walk and smile. Not groundbreak- 
ing stuff, but sweet and light and a 
way to forget Trump for a few hours. 
(TR) 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Tue 

May 23, 6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu May 

25, 9:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Fri May 26, 4:30 pm 

★ WALLFLOWER ★ 

USA, 2017, 84 min 

WORLD PREMIERE 

Dir. J agger Gravning 

I saw an early and pretty rough 
draft of this feature film by the 
local filmmaker Jagger Gravning. 
It is not not controversial, as it is 
based on the 2006 Capitol Hill 
Massacre and is shot from the per- 
spective of the killer (who is based 
on Kyle Huff) and not his victims 
(the six young ravers). The film, 
however, is an examination not so 
much of the killer’s motives but of 
the kind of rural intolerance (Huff 
was from Montana) that placed in 
the White House a president who 
wants to build a wall on the Mexi- 
can border and ban Muslims. In 
the movie, the killer (called the 
Perpetrator) is an angry white 
male who guns down ravers who 
are peace-loving, cosmopolitan, 
and sex-positive. Wallflower, 
which took five years to complete 
and has a stunning rave sequence, 
will be seen as a critique of the 
Trump age and rural rage. (CM) 
SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Tue June 
6, 7 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu June 
8, 3:30 pm 

THE WEDDING PARTY 

Nigeria, 2016, 110 min 

Dir. Kemi Adetiba 

SIFF Says: Offering a fresh, fe- 
male take on Nigerian culture, 
director Kemi Adetiba’s uproari- 
ous romantic comedy follows the 
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LOOKING FOR YOUR YOGA TRIBE? 

Look no further. The SweatBox, a Capitol Hill landmark since 2001, now offers Traditional 
90-Minute Bikram Yoga, 60-Minute Bikram Yoga, Vinyasa, Hot Hybrid and Yin Yoga. 
Choose from 40 different classes each week—The best teachers. The best beat. The best location. 

Open to all levels, all bodies. 
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raucous attendees of an insecure 
bride’s wedding, including a pair 
of battling mothers, a vengeful ex- 
girlfriend, and a best man with a 
flash drive full of secrets. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 20, 
5:30 pm 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Thu 

May 25, 6:30 pm 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Thu June 8, 

9 pm 

THE WEDDING PLAN 

Israel, 2016, 110 min 
Dir. Rama Burshtein 

SIFF Says: When her fiance bows 
out just before their elaborately 
planned wedding, an Orthodox 
Jewish woman gives herself, and 
fate, 30 days to find a suitable re- 
placement in writer-director Rama 
Burshtein’s (Fill the Void ) delight- 
fully quirky romantic comedy. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 
22, 6:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Wed May 24, 4:30pm 

WEIRDOS 

Canada, 2016, 89 min 
Dir. Bruce McDonald 

SIFF Says: Narrated by the imagi- 
nary spirit of Andy Warhol, Bruce 
McDonald’s sparkling coming- 
of-age road journey is set in the 
summer of 1976, when best friends 
Kit and Alice leave their small town 
in Nova Scotia in search of Kit’s ec- 
centric mother (Molly Parker). 
PACIFIC PLACE Thu May 25, 7 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Sat May 27, 4:15 pm 

★ WHAT LIES 
UPSTREAM ★ 

EH3 USA, 2017, 89 min 
Dir. Cullen Ho back 

An exploration of the increasingly 
toxic levels of ick in the drinking 
waters of West Virginia, as well 
as the scary repercussions for 
the rest of the country. If that de- 
scription and the horror-ish title 
didn’t already worry you enough, 
be advised: Trump’s tweets make 
an appearance. Director Cullen 
Hoback may follow the standard 
Michael Moore playbook a little 
too closely — remember when docu- 
mentary filmmakers mainly stayed 
behind the camera? — but the levels 
of malfeasance that he uncovers 
are genuinely impressive. Both en- 
raging and informative, with more 
than a few satisfying moments of 
politicians squirmingly hoisted 
with their own petard. (AW) 
LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sun 
May 28, 3:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 3, 
5:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Sun June 4, 11 am 

★ WHITE SUN ★ 

Nepal, 2016, 89 min 
Dir. Deepak Rauniyar 

When the headman of a rural Nep- 
alese village dies, his two sons must 
work out their issues. One is a Mao- 
ist guerrilla who has been absent 
for 10 years; the other is a govern- 
ment army man who returned after 
the war to help in the village. When 
they come together, ideologies clash 
and tempers flare. The story is in- 
terwoven with interesting themes: 
the boundaries of romantic and 
familial responsibility, the pain of 
seeing important principles cheap- 
ened by others, and the virtues of 
sticking to traditional customs ver- 
sus accepting change. (GA) 

PACIFIC PLACE Mon May 22, 4:30 pm 
PACIFIC PLACE Tue May 30, 9:30 pm 

WHOSE STREETS? 

EX33 USA, 2017, 100 min 
Dir. Sabaah Folayan, Damon Davis 

SIFF Says: The story of 2014’s 
Ferguson, Missouri, uprising as 
told by the people who lived it, this 


unflinching documentary gets to 
the heart of how the police shoot- 
ing of 18-year-old Michael Brown 
inspired a community to fight 
back against injustice and sparked 
a global movement. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Thu June 

1, 6:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Fri June 

2, 4:30 pm 

WIND RIVER 

USA, 2017, 110 min 
Dir. Taylor Sheridan 

SIFF Says: After wildlife officer 
Cory Lambert (Jeremy Renner) 
discovers the body of an 18-year- 
old woman in the frigid Wyoming 
wilderness, an FBI agent enlists 
him to help track the killer. As their 
search leads them deeper into the 
woodlands and back-country towns, 
they slowly descend into a different 
kind of unknown territory. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
4, 8:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
11, 8:45 pm 

WINNIE 

EE France, 2017, 98 min 
Dir. Pascale Lamche 

This so-so documentary is about 
Nelson Mandela’s first wife, Win- 
nie Mandela. A few years after the 
two married, Nelson was sentenced 
to life in prison by the racist gov- 
ernment. While he was in prison, 
Winnie dedicated her life not so 
much to his freedom but to the 
cause, to the liberation of her coun- 
try and its people. She became a 
revolutionary, a black nationalist 
with a spine made of steel. When 
her husband was finally released 
and became the president of South 
Africa and began to make com- 
promises, she did not change her 
ways. She remained completely 
committed to the principles of the 
revolution. This cost her her place 
in history, and her husband’s heart. 
They divorced in 1996. The docu- 
mentary attempts to rescue Winnie 
from the shadows, but it fails be- 
cause, in a way, Winnie Mandela is 
condemned to the past. Throughout 
the documentary, what you see in 
her eyes and hear in her voice is 
that she is now a prisoner of the 
world that imprisoned her one and 
only husband. (CM) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 
31, 6 pm 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Thu June 1, 
6:30 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Sat June 3, 6:30 pm 

★ THE WINTER ★ 

Argentina, 2016, 98 min 
Dir. Emiliano Torres 

The barely-goings-on at a huge, 
remote sheep ranch in Patagonia, 
very far from anywhere and any- 
body. The seasonal workers herd 
and shear sheep, and there is an 
uneasy relationship between the old 
overseer and a new ranch hand — 
with the older man seeing that his 
usefulness there is coming to an 
end. The film is slow and meditative, 
moving through the seasons of the 
ranch and how this place entangles 
the people living there. The actors 
are quiet but powerful, and the wild 
landscape and isolation give the 
story a worthy eeriness. (GA) 
MAJESTIC BAY Fri May 19, 7 pm 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 23, 
9:30 pm 

KIRKLAND PERFORMANCE CENTER 

Sat June 3, 1 pm 

THE WITCHES 

USA, 1990, 91 min 

Dir. Nicolas Roeg 

SIFF Says: A young boy and his 
grandmother uncover a scheme by 


the Grand High Witch (Anjelica 
Huston) to turn all children into 
mice. Based on the beloved book 
by Roald Dahl and produced by 
Jim Henson, The Witches is a de- 
liciously twisted tale for children 
and parents alike. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sat June 
10, 1:30 pm 

WITHOUT NAME 

Ireland, 2016, 93 min 
Dir. Lorcan Finnegan 

While trying to get some distance 
from his fragmenting home life, 
a surveyor discovers something 
markedly unpleasant lurking in 
a remote patch of Irish woods. 
What’s worse, said markedly 
unpleasant thing sure seems to 
enjoy the company. The plot may 
be thin, but debuting director 
Lorcan Finnegan’s creepy outdoor 
visuals are impressively disorient- 
ing — even before the protagonist 
starts heedlessly chowing down 
on mushrooms. Note: If you have 
an aversion to strobe effects, stay 
far, far away. (AW) 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sun 
May 28, 9 pm 

SIFF cinema UPTOWN Fri June 2, 
9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun June 
4, 9:30 pm 

WOODPECKERS 

Dominican Republic, 2017, 106 
min 

Dir. Jose Maria Cabral 
SIFF Says: This hard-hitting but 
compassionate prison story from 
Santo Domingo, shot on location 
with real inmates, tells the love 
story between two prisoners in 
neighboring institutions who com- 
municate through an elaborate sign 
language known as woodpecking. 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri June 
2, 6 pm 

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Sat June 3, 1 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun June 
4, 2:30 pm 

THE WORK 

EXEX3 USA, 2017, 87 min 
Dir. Jairus McLeary, Gethin Aldous 

SIFF Says: Set inside a single 
room in Folsom Prison, The 
Work provides a raw and reveal- 
ing look at the challenges of real 
rehabilitation, as three men from 
the outside participate in a four- 
day group-therapy retreat with a 
group of incarcerated men. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 27, 
8:30 pm 

PACIFIC PLACE Mon May 29, 4:30 pm 

★ WULU ★ 

France, 2016, 95 min 
Dir. Daouda Coulibaly 

a In 2007 Mali, an honest 
prantike (bus driver), Lad- 
ji, is disheartened by his 
lack of prospects in the driving 
business and breaks into drug 
trafficking. In this new criminal 
world in which Al-Qaeda drug 
lords reign, life is expendable. The 
protagonist quickly ascends in 
wealth and status at the expense of 
life as he once knew it. While oth- 
ers benefit from his sacrifices, the 
ghosts of his past come to haunt 
him. Cinematically, Wulu offers a 
Malian aesthetic, beautiful in its 
realness. Politically, the film re- 
veals the sinister undercurrents 
that led up to Mali’s devastating 
2012 coup d’etat unraveling. 
(KAIA CHESSEN) 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Tue May 

23, 8 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

24, 3:45 pm 

LINCOLN SQUARE CINEMAS Sat 

May 27, 1 pm 
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THE YOUNG 
KARL MARX 

France, 2016, 118 min 
NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE 
Dir. Raoul Peck 

SIFF Says: Director Raoul Peck 
(7 Am Not Your Negro) presents 
a lush period drama that joins 
26-year-old Karl Marx (August 
Diehl) and his wife Jenny in ex- 
ile in Europe, where they meet 
Friedrich Engels, who provides 
the final piece needed for the foun- 
dation of Marxist theory. 
CINERAMA Sun June 11, 6 pm 

★ YOURSELF AND 
YOURS ★ 

South Korea, 2016, 86 min 
Dir. Hong Sang-soo 

Hong Sang-soo’s 18th fea- 
ture — all of them absurdist 
but humanely perceptive varia- 
tions on the intractable nature 
of romance between men and 
women — sees him dolefully re- 
fining his abiding conceit, as ever 
played out over long, fumbling 
conversations fueled by soju and 
beer. Youngsoo, an artist whose 
mom is dying, is faced with jeal- 


ous doubts after his imbibing 
girlfriend Minjung is rumored 
to be fooling around with other 
men. Hong envisions desire as 
its own form of duplicity, which 
structurally plays out in the film’s 
elusive and illusory replication of 
Minjung, who singularly (or col- 
lectively?) busts the myth of a 
“truly impressive man.” (JK) 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun May 
21, 6:30 pm 

MAJESTIC BAY Mon May 22, 9:30 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Wed May 

24, 6:30 pm 

ZIP & ZAP AND THE 
CAPTAIN'S ISLAND 

Spain, 2016, 105 min 
Dir. Oskar Santos 

SIFF Says: Spain’s beloved, mis- 
chievous adventurers Zip and 
Zap are back! On their second 
rollicking outing, the twins find 
themselves trapped on a mys- 
terious island with a sinister 
matriarch in possession of a de- 
vice that can turn adults into the 
children they once were. 

SIFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN Sun May 
28, 1:30 pm 


SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Mon May 29, 1 pm 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Sat June 3, 1 pm 

ZOOLOGY 

Russia, 2016, 87 min 
Dir. Ivan I. Tverdovsky 

A middle-aged woman (Natalya 
Pavlenkova) has her humdrum ex- 
istence upended by the growing 
superstitions of her mother, as well 
as the romantic designs of a young 
radiologist. Oh, and she’s also sud- 
denly sprouting a tail. Apologies for 
burying the lede. Avery odd allego- 
ry, to say the least, with a number of 
puzzling sputters for every success- 
ful hit. (The boyfriend’s enthusiasm 
for her new appendage shifts from 
hilarious to icky to sensual without 
missing a beat.) Wobbly as the movie 
is, however, Pavlenkova is a marvel, 
handling each stage of her trans- 
formation with grace. The finale 
wouldn’t work without her. (AW) 

KIRKLAND PERFORMANCE CENTER 

Sat June 3, 8:45 pm 

ARK LODGE CINEMA Tue June 6, 
8:45 pm 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat June 
10, 6:30 pm 





ANIMATION4ADULTS 

2017, 85 min 

SIFF Says: From the depths of 
the ocean to the outer reaches 
of the galaxy, this year’s anima- 
tion packages takes you to the 
frontiers of imagination. Do not 
try these at home. Any of these. 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 
21, 9:30 pm 

ALT SHORTS 

2017, 90 min 

SIFF Says: Split screens, cinema 
collage, and formal experimen- 
tation take you deep into the 
medium of film itself. Warning: 
A short in this program contains 
heavy strobe effects. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu May 

25, 9:15 pm 

BOY TROUBLE 

2017, 92 min 

SIFF Says: From hidden secrets 
to embracing your true self, first 
love, marriage, and the bitter- 
sweetness of loss — here is the 
gay experience with all its trou- 
bles and triumphs. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

28, 6 pm 

COMING OF AGE 

2017, 90 min 

SIFF Says: A program full of 
mystery, chaos, charm, and cin- 
ematic wonder that will remind 
you why short films should be 
seen on the big screen. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 

29, 11 am 

CROSSING BORDERS 

201 7, 88 min 

SIFF Says: This collection of 
shorts will take you on an intense 
journey across borders. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 

26, 1:30 pm 

DIY DEMONOLOGY 

201 7, 93 min 

SIFF Says: Sometimes the best 
way to play with evil is to just 
jump right on in. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 

26, 9:30 pm 


THE FAMILY PICTURE 
SHOW 

201 7, 84 min 

SIFF Says: Bring the whole fam- 
ily to SIFF for a playful set of 
international animated and live 
action short films curated for the 
young and the young at heart. 
SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 

27, 11 am 

#FILMINWA 

2017, 85 min 

SIFF Says: From dancing to dev- 
iltry, this diverse array of local 
shorts puts the breadth of our 
talented filmmaking community 
on full display. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

28, 12 pm 

FUTUREWAVE SHORTS 
/ BEST OF NFFTY 

90 min 

SIFF Says: Experience the ex- 
traordinary talent and unique 
voices of the next generation of 
filmmakers. These international 
shorts from filmmakers 18 and 
under point the way to an excep- 
tional cinematic tomorrow. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 

29, 1:30 pm 

INDIGENOUS WITHOUT 
BORDERS 

2017, 86 min 

SIFF Says: From Standing Rock 
to Aotearoa, these shorts, direct- 
ed by indigenous filmmakers, 
give passionate voice to the tra- 
ditions and issues of indigenous 
populations around the globe. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 
21, 3:30 pm 

NEIGHBORS 

2017, 92 min 

SIFF Says: What happens behind 
closed doors may surprise you. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sat May 

21, 6 pm 

POINT OF NO RETURN 

201 7, 84 min 

SIFF Says: Sometimes a few sec- 
onds can change someone’s life... 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 

26, 4 pm 


POV 

2017, 88 min 

SIFF Says: Sometimes reality is re- 
ally just a question of perspective. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

28, 3:30 pm 

SHORTSFEST 
CLOSING NIGHT 

2017, 89 min 

SIFFSays: SIFF’s annual celebra- 
tion of the short subject finishes 
off with a dynamically varied pro- 
gram examining the breezy joy 
and tremendous complexity found 
in the best short films. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Mon May 

29, 6 pm 

SHORTSFEST 
OPENING NIGHT 

201 7, 93 min 

SIFFSays : It is our great pleasure 
to open our ShortsFest weekend 
with this collection of superb short 
films from around the world that 
exemplify the art of storytelling in 
all its variety. Comedy and drama, 
live action and animation. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu May 

25, 1 pm 

iTAPAS! 

2017, 88 min 

SIFF Says: Get a taste of this 
year’s best and boldest batch of 
Spanish short films. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Fri May 

26, 6 pm 

WOMEN ON THE 
VERGE 

2017, 92 min 

SIFFSays: Women on the verge! 
Breakups, breakdowns, brilliance, 
or becoming themselves. However 
they get to where they are going, 
you cannot stop a woman on the 
verge. 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Thu May 

25, 3:30 pm 

WTF?! 

201 7, 95 min 

SIFFSays: A filthy, raunchy, bizar- 
ro set of short films to feast your 
eyes on. They’ll leave you asking 
yourself important questions like: 
Who? What? Why? WTF? 

SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN Sun May 

28, 9:30 pm 




B ***** Qp 



t 


L3 


SA0EY 



Spring Opener H 

Ma 


Honk Fest West 

Prrdtiy, Juiw £ 

Georgetown Carnival 

Saturday, June lO 


Ameri vespa Scooter Rally 

Saturday, July a 

Georgetown Garden Walk 

I Sunday, July 9 

Dead Baby Bike Party 

■TtfcD ejmpiost party known to mankind/ 1 

Saturday, August 5 





Van Haven Van Show 

Saturcfciy; September © 


Georgetown Second Saturday Art Attach 

Uu-i- to. July i, August 12, September^ 





THE ART OF GREAT QUEBEC BREAD 

SUPPORTING THE ART OF GREAT 
QUEBEC CINEMA. 
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